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Biography 
 

Robert Harvey Gault was born in Ellsworth, Ohio, on November 3, 1874, the son of 
Andrew Robison and Martha (McCullough) Gault. He attended Wooster (Ohio) College from 
1896-1898 and was principal of the Historic Academy at Poland, Ohio for two years. He 
received his Bachelor's degree from Cornell University in 1902, did graduate work at Clark 
University, 1902-1903, and received his PhD. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1905. He 
was Professor of Psychology and Education at Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland 
1905-1909. He then came to Northwestern, where he was Instructor (1909-1911), Assistant 
Professor (1911-1913), Associate Professor (1913-1918), and Professor of Psychology until his 
retirement in 1940, when he was named Professor Emeritus. He married Anne Lee in 1907 and 
after her death in 1937, he married Mary Louise Woseczek in 1939. 

 
His primary areas of interest included the psychology of the criminal and criminology. 

He became the second editor-in-chief of Northwestern's Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology which was founded in May, 1910 in conjunction with the first National Conference 
on Criminology. He edited the journal from Volume 2 Number 4 in 1911 through Volume 50 in 
1960. He also often contributed articles, editorials and book reviews to the journal. He edited 
numbers 1-4 (1914-1923) of Criminal Science Monographs, a supplement to the journal. He did 
a detailed study for the Chicago Crime Commission in 1914 and later became a board member. 

 
He later became interested in the Vibro-Tactile senses in regard to work with the deaf-

blind. In connection with this interest he took a temporary leave from the university to do 
research at the National Research Council, 1924-1927, and the Carnegie Institute, 1927-1929.  
From 1925-1940 he served as director of the Vibro-Tactile Laboratory, originally at Smith 
College, but transferred to Northwestern in 1928. In 1940 he also served as an administrative 
assistant for the Illinois State Department of Public Welfare where he prepared various reports 
concerned with the deaf-blind and the American Institute for the Deaf-Blind. 

 
Gault also became involved in writing industrial history, sales and product literature and 

technical handbooks. He served as an education and training counselor at International Harvester 
Company, 1944-1945. 

 
From 1952-1956 he lectured at the DePaul University Evening School of Coumuerce. He 

was the author of Social Psychology 1923 (revised 1940), Criminology 1931 and the co-author 
of General Psychology 1928 (second edition, 1933). Dr. Gault died in Evanston on June 16, 
1971. 
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Description of the Papers 
 
The Robert H. Gault Papers include a small amount of biographical materials and 
correspondence, however the bulk of the papers consists of his various writings, both published 
and unpublished. 
 
The Biographical File is fairly comprehensive. The two folders containing Testimonial Letters 
also help illuminate Gault's career, in that they were written on the occasion of a dinner and a 
conference honoring him in 1951. The first folder is arranged alphabetically by correspondent 
with a list of those correspondents added. 
 
The manuscript of his book Social Psychology appears to be a revision made for a new edition 
published in 1940. Unfortunately, chapters ten and eleven are missing. The two prospectus were 
for books which were never published. The draft "Crooked Sticks to Cub Tractors" may have 
been written for the International Harvester Company or the United States Department of 
Agriculture. 
  
The DePaul University lecture notes are arranged by course number and chronologically by date 
of lecture. The last category entitled Miscellaneous Writings includes a manuscript, "Juvenile 
Delinquincy`, which may be chapters from a proposed book, but they seem never to have been 
published. The folder titled "Preliminary Script" includes a proposal for a series of programs 
which Gault had intended to write. 
 
Provenance: Unknown. 
 
Restrictions: None.  
 
Processor: Elisabeth`Wittman, June 1977. 
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Container List 

Box Folder Title Dates    

1  I. BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIALS  
 1 Biographical File 1930-1972 
 2 Conference Honoring Robert H. Gault November 17, 1951 
 3 Testimonial Dinner for Robert H. Gault February 1, 1952 
 4 Programs from Criminology Conferences 1909-1957 
 5 Pamphlets (with references to Robert H. Gault) 1913-1964 
  II. CORRESPONDENCE  
 6 General Correspondence 1936-1958 
 7 Testimonial Letters: Robert H. Gault 1951 
 8 Testimonial Letters: Robert H. Gault 1951-1960 
  III. WRITINGS  
  Book Manuscripts and Prospectus  
 9 Social Psychology (1923), Manuscript Revisions 1940 
 10 Social Psychology (1923), Manuscript Revisions 1940 
 11 Social Psychology (1923), Manuscript Revisions 1940 
    
2 1 Prospectus: "Help Your Child to Meet Life" (Robert H. Gault, ed.) July 27, 1953 
 2 Prospectus: "Help Your Child to Meet Life" (Robert H. Gault, ed.) July 27, 1953 
 3 Prospectus: "Wanted: Strong Men, Talks on Skilled Human 

Relations or Character and Citizenship" (Robert H. Gault, ed.) 
n.d 

  Articles  
 4 Published Articles 1917-1951 
 5 Published Articles 1951-1953 
  Drafts  
 6 The Crane Company n.d. 
 7 The Portland Cement Company  n.d. 
 8 "Crooked Sticks to Cub Tractors, The Story of the Development of 

Agricultural Implements and Machines" 
n.d. 

 9 Miscellaneous Drafts n.d. 
  Pamphlets and Reports  
 10 Chicago Crime Commission, Reports 1915,1921 
    
3 1 American Institute for the Deaf-Blind, Reports. 1937, 1940 
 2 Miscellaneous Pamphlets 1952 
  Course Lectures  
 3 DePaul University, Evening School of Commerce, Psychology 103 1952-1954 
 4 DePaul University, Evening School of Commerce, Psychology 203 1953-1955 
 5 DePaul University, Evening School of Commerce, Psychology 203 1955-1956 
 6 University of Florida, Gainesville, Lectures on Individualism n.d. 
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Container List 

Box Folder Title Dates 

  Other Writings  
3 7 "Juvenile Delinquincy" n.d. 
 8 "Preliminary Script" n.d. 
 9 Editorials n.d. 
 10 Vibro-Tactile Sense Phenomena, Bibliography n.d. 
 11 Vibro-Tactile/Deaf-Blind, Miscellaneous Papers and Reports 1934-35, 1940, n.d. 
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