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Bibliographies

American Musical Traditions. Edited by Jeff Todd Titon and Bob Carlin. New York:
Schirmer Reference, 2002. [v. 2. African American Music.] ML 3551 .A45

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene. The Black-American Musical Heritage: A Preliminary
Bibliography. (n.p.): Music Library Association, 1969. ML120 .U5D43

Ferris, William R. Mississippi Black Folklore: A Research Bibliography and
Discography. Hattiesburg: University & College Press of Mississippi, 1971.
MAIN, REFERENCE 016.39 F394m

Floyd, Samuel A. and Marsha J. Reisser. Black Music Biography: An Annotated
Bibliography. White Plains: Kraus International Publications, 1987.
ML128 .B45F6

Floyd, Samuel A. and Marsha J. Reisser. Black Music in the United States: An Annotated

Bibliography of Selected Reference and Research Materials. Millwood: Kraus
International Publications, 1983. ML128 .B45F6

*For jazz, see JAZZ REFERENCE SOURCES




Fowler, Carolyn. Black Arts and Black Aesthetics: A Bibliography. 2nd ed. (Georgia?):
First World, 1981. MAIN, REFERNCE 016.7001 F785b

Images of Blacks in American Culture: A Reference Guide to Information Sources.
Edited by Jessie Carney Smith. New York: Greenwood Press, 1988.
MAIN, REFERENCE 306.47097 131

Irvine, Betty Jo, compiler. Fine Arts and the Black American and Music and the Black
American. Compiled by Jane A. McCabe. Bloomington: Indiana University and
Focus: Black America, 1969. MAIN L016.70973 172f

Johnson, James P. Bibliographic Guide to the Study of Afro-American Music.
Washington, D.C.: Howard University Library, 1973. ML120 .U5J64

Joyce, Donald F. Blacks in the Humanities, 1750-1984: A Selected Annotated
Bibliography. New York: Greenwood Press, 1986.
MAIN, REFERENCE 016.0013 J89b

Meadows, Eddie S. Theses and Dissertations on Black American Music. Beverly Hills: T.
Front Musical Literature, 1980. ML128 .B45M4

Music in the Caribbean (Excluding Jamaica): A Bibliography. By the African-Caribbean
Institute of Jamaica. Kingston: ACIJ, 1983. ML120 .C36M8

Skowronski, JoAnn. Black Music in America: A Bibliography. Metuchen: Scarecrow,
1981. ML128 .B45S5

Southern, Eileen and Josephine Wright. African-American Traditions in Song, Sermon,
Tale, and Dance, 1600s-1920: An Annotated Bibliography of Literature,
Collections, and Artworks. New York: Greenwood Press, 1990. ML128 .A37S6

Southern, Eileen. Biographical Dictionary of Afro-American and African Musicians.
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1982. AFRICANA L780.922 S727b

Vann, Kimberly R. Black Music in Ebony: An Annotated Guide to the Articles on Music
in Ebony Magazine, 1945-1985. Chicago: Center for Black Music Research,
Columbia College, 1989. ML128 .B45V3

White, Evelyn Davidson. Choral Music by Afro-American Composers: A Selected,
Annotated Bibliography. 2nd ed. Metuchen: Scarecrow Press, 1996.
ML128 .C52W5 1996



Biographical Sources

Berry, Lemuel. Biographical Dictionary of Black Musicians and Music Educators. (s.1.):
Educational Book Publishers, 1978. ML385 .B43

Handy, D. Antoinette. Black Conductors. Metuchen: Scarecrow Press, 1995.
ML402 .H35B5

Harris, Sheldon. Blues Who's Who: A Biographical Dictionary of Blues Singers. New
Rochelle: Arlington House, 1979. ML102 .B6H3

International Dictionary of Black Composers. Edited by Samuel A. Floyd, Jr. 2 v.
Chicago; London: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1999. ML105 .167 1999

Smith, Eric Ledell. Blacks in Opera: An Encyclopedia of People and Companies,
1873-1993. Jefferson: McFarland, 1995. ML102 .06S5

Southern, Eileen. Biographical Dictionary of Afro-American and African Musicians.
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1982. AFRICANA L780.922 S727b

Turner, Patricia. Dictionary of Afro-American Performers: 78 RPM and Cylinder
Recordings of Opera, Choral Music, and Song, ¢.1900-1949. New York: Garland
Pub., 1990. ML106 .U3T87

Blues

All Music Guide to the Blues: The Experts Guide to the Best Blues Recordings. Edited by
Michael Erlewine, [et al.] San Francisco: Miller Freeman Books, 1996.
Listening Center Reference ML156.4 .B6A45

Bogaert, Karel. Blues Lexicon. Blues, Cajun, Boogie Woogie, Gospel. Antwerpen:
Standaard, 1972. ML102 .J3B6

Cooper, David Edwin. International Bibliography of Discographies: Classical and Jazz
and Blues, 1962-1972: A Reference Book for Record Collectors, Dealers and
Libraries. Littleton: Libraries Unlimited, 1975. ML113 .667

Dixon, Robert M.W., John Godrich and Howard Rye. Blues & Gospel Records, 1890-
1943. 4™ ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press; New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.
ML156.4 .B6D5 1997

Encyclopedia of the Blues. Edited by Edward Komara. New York: Routledge, 2006.
ML 102 .B6E63

Harris, Sheldon. Blues Who's Who: A Biographical Dictionary of Blues Singers. New
Rochelle: Arlington House, 1979. ML102 .B6H3



Hart, Mary L., Brenda M. Eagles, Lisa N. Howorth. The Blues: A Bibliographical Guide.
New York: Garland Pub, 1989. ML128 .B48H3

Hefele, Bernhard. Jazz-bibliography: International Literature on Jazz, Blues, Spirituals,
Gospel and Ragtime Music With a Selected List of Works on the Social and
Cultural Background from the Beginning to the Present= Jazz-bibliographie:
Verzeichnis des Internationalen Schrifttums uber Jazz, Blues, Spirituals, Gospel
und Ragtime Mit einer Auswah-bibiographie uber den Sozialen und Kulturellen
Hintergrund von den Anfangen bis zur Gegenwart. Munchen; New York;

London; Paris: Saur, 1980. ML128 .J3H43

Herzhaft, Gérard. Encyclopédie du Blues. [English] Translated by Brigitte Debord.
Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1992. ML 102 .B6H4 1992

Leadbitter, Mike. Blues Records, January 1943 to December 1966. London: Hanover
Books, 1968. ML156.4 .J3L4

Lornell, Kip. Virginia's Blues, Country & Gospel Records, 1902-1943: An Annotated
Discography. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1989.
MUSIC, REFERENCE ML156.4 .B6L67

The New Blackwell Guide to Recorded Blues. Edited by John Cowley and Paul Oliver.
Oxford; Cambridge: Blackwell, 1996.
MUSIC REFERENCE ML 156.4 .B6B6 1996

Osborne, Jerry and Bruce Hamilton. Blues, Rhythm & Blues, Soul. Phoenix: O’Sullivan
Woodside, 1980. ML156.4 .B607

The Rolling Stone Jazz & Blues Album Guide. Edited by John Swenson. New York:
Random House, 1999. ML 156.4 .J3R65 1999

Stambler, Irwin and Lyndon. Folk and Blues: The Encyclopedia. New York: St. Martin's,
2001. ML 102 .F66S74 2001

Classical

Gray, John. Blacks In Classical Music: A Bibliographical Guide to Composers,
Performers, and Ensembles. New York: Greenwood Press, 1988. ML128 .B45G6

Smith, Eric Ledell. Blacks in Opera: An Encyclopedia of People and Companies,
1873-1993. Jefferson: McFarland, 1995. ML102 .06S5



Turner, Patricia. Afro-American Singers: An Index and Preliminary Discography of
Long- playing Recordings of Opera, Choral Music and Song. Minneapolis:
Turner, 1976. ML156.4 .V7T9

Turner, Patricia. Dictionary of Afro-American Performers: 78 RPM and Cylinder
Recordings of Opera, Choral Music, and Song, ¢.1900-1949. New York: Garland
Pub., 1990. ML106 .U3T87

Composers

Carter, Madison H. An Annotated Catalog of Composers of African Ancestry. New York:
Vantage Press, 1986. MUSIC STACKS ML128 .B45C3

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene. A Discography of Concert Music by Black Composers.
Minneapolis: AAMOA Press, 1973. ML156.2 .D44

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene. A Name List of Black Composers. Minneapolis: AAMOA
Press, 1973. ML105 .D44N3

Green, Mildred Denby. Black Women Composers: A Genesis. Boston: Twayne
Publishers, 1983. ML390 .G75B6

Horne, Aaron. Brass Music of Black Composers: A Bibliography. Westport: Greenwood
Press, 1996. ML128 .\W5H63 B7

Horne, Aaron. Keyboard Music of Black Composers: A Bibliography. New York:
Greenwood Press, 1992. ML128 .B45H5

Horne, Aaron. String Music of Black Composers: A Bibliography. New York:
Greenwood Press, 1991. ML128 .B45H6

Horne, Aaron. Woodwind Music of Black Composers. New York: Greenwood Press,
1990. ML128 .\W5H63

International Dictionary of Black Composers. Edited by Samuel A. Floyd, Jr. 2 v.
Chicago; London: Fitzroy Dearborn, 1999. ML105 .167 1999

Tischler, Alice. Fifteen Black American Composers: A Bibliography of Their Works.
Detroit: Information Coordinators, 1981. ML106 .U3T57

Walker-Hill, Helen. Music by Black Women Composers: A Bibliography of Available
Scores. Chicago: Center for Black Music Research, Columbia College, 1995.
ML128 .W7W3

Walker-Hill, Helen. Piano Music by Black Women Composers: A Catalog of Solo and
Ensemble Works. New York: Greenwood Press, 1992. ML128 .P3W3



Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

Anderson, Robert and Gail North. Gospel Music Encyclopedia. New York: Sterling
Publishing Co., 1979. ML102 .G6A6

Berry, Lemuel. Biographical Dictionary of Black Musicians and Music Educators. (s.l.):
Educational Book Publishers, 1978. ML385 .B43

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene and Marsha J. Reisser. Black Music and Musicians in the
New Grove Dictionary of American Music and the New Harvard Dictionary of
Music. Chicago: Center for Black Music Research, Columbia College, 1989.
ML128 .B45D42

The Garland Encyclopedia of World Music. James Porter and Timothy Rice, founding
editors. VVol. 1. Africa / Ruth M. Stone, editor. New York: Garland Pub., 1988-.
[Also in Africana] ML100 .G35

The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Black Music. Consultant, Mike Clifford; edited by Ray
Bonds. 1st American ed. New York: Harmony Books, 1982. ML105 .166

Peterson, Bernard L. A Century of Musicals in Black and White: An Encyclopedia of
Musical Stage Works By, About, or Involving African Americans. Westport:
Greenwood Press, 1993. ML102 .M88P4

Spencer, Jon Michael. As the Black School Sings: Black Music Collections at Black
Universities and Colleges With a Union List of Book Holdings. New York:
Greenwood Press, 1987. ML128 .B45S6

Stambler, Irwin. Encyclopedia of Pop, Rock, and Soul. Rev. ed. New York: St. Martin's
Press, 1989. ML102 .P66S73 1989

Discographies

Cooper, David Edwin. International Bibliography of Discographies: Classical Music and
Jazz and Blues, 1962-1972: A Reference Book for Record Collectors, Dealers,
and Libraries. Littleton: Libraries Unlimited, 1975. ML113 .C667

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene. Concert Music and Spirituals: A Selective Discography.
Nashville: Institute for Research in Black American Music, Fisk University,
1981. ML156.2 .D439C6



Ferris, William R. Mississippi Black Folklore: A Research Bibliography and
Discography. Hattiesburg: University & College Press of Mississippi, 1971.
MAIN, REFERENCE 016.39 F394m

Laird, Ross. Tantalizing Tingles: A Discography of Early Ragtime, Jazz and Novelty
Syncopated Piano Recordings, 1889-1934. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1995.
MUSIC STACKS ML156.4 P5L3

Lornell, Kip. Virginia's Blues, Country & Gospel Records, 1902-1943: An Annotated
Discography. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1989.
MUSIC, REF ML156.4 .B6L67

The New Blackwell Guide to Recorded Blues. Edited by John Cowley and Paul Oliver.
Oxford; Cambridge: Blackwell, 1996.
MUSIC REFERENCE ML 156.4 .B6B6 1996

Ruppli, Michel. The Chess Labels: A Discography. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1983.
ML156.2 .R824

Ruppli, Michel. The Prestige Label: A Discography. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1980.
ML156.2 .R825

Sims-Wood, Janet L. Marian Anderson, An Annotated Bibliography and Discography.
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981. ML134.5 .A64S5

Tudor, Dean and Nancy. Black Music. Littleton: Libraries Unlimited, 1979.
Listening Center (Reference) ML156.4 .P6T8

Turner, Patricia. Afro-American Singers: An Index and Preliminary Discography of
Long- playing Recordings of Opera, Choral Music and Song. Minneapolis:
Turner, 1976.

ML156.4 .V7T9

Folk Music

Ferris, William R. Mississippi Black Folklore: A Research Bibliography and
Discography. Hattiesburg: University & College Press of Mississippi, 1971.
MAIN, REFERENCE 016.39 F394m

George, Zelma Watson. A Guide to Negro Music [microform]: An Annotated
Bibliography of Negro Folk Music, and Art Music by Negro Composers or Based
on Negro Thematic Material. Thesis - New York University. Ann Arbor:
University Microfilms, 19547 NEWS/MICRO Film 394



Haywood, Charles. A Bibliography of North American Folklore and Folksong. 2nd rev.
ed. New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1961.
(Also in Reference 016.398 H427b.2) ML 120 .U5H29

Stambler, Irwin and Lyndon. Folk and Blues: The Encyclopedia. New York: St. Martin's,
2001. ML 102 .F66S74 2001

Szwed, John F. and Roger D. Abrahams. Afro-American Folk Culture: An Annotated
Bibliography of Materials from North, Central, and South America, and the West
Indies. Philadelphia: Institute for the Study of Human Issues, 1978.
L.016.90904 S998a

Whalum, Wendell. Afro-American Folk Songs. Atlanta: Atlanta University, 19717
(Center for African and African American Studies. CAAS Bibliography, no. 7.)
MUSIC, REFERENCE ML 128 .F75W4

Gospel Music

Anderson, Robert and Gail North. Gospel Music Encyclopedia. New York: Sterling
Publishing Co., 1979. ML102 .G6A6

Bogaert, Karel. Blues Lexicon. Blues, Cajun, Boogie Woogie, Gospel. Antwerpen:
Standaard, 1972. ML102 .J3B6

Dixon, Robert M.W., John Godrich and Howard Rye. Blues & Gospel Records, 1890-
1943. 4™ ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press; New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.
ML156.4 .B6D5 1997

Encyclopedia of American Gospel Music. Edited by W.K. McNeil. New York:
Routledge, 2005. MUSIC Library (Reference) ML 102 .G6E63

Hefele, Bernhard. Jazz-bibliography: International Literature on Jazz, Blues, Spirituals,
Gospel and Ragtime Music With a Selected List of Works on the Social and
Cultural Background from the Beginning to the Present= Jazz-bibliographie:
Verzeichnis des Internationalen Schrifttums uber Jazz, Blues, Spirituals, Gospel
und Ragtime Mit einer Auswah-bibiographie uber den Sozialen und Kulturellen
Hintergrund von den Anfangen bis zur Gegenwart. Munchen; New York;

London; Paris: Saur, 1980. ML128 .J3H43

Jackson, Irene V. Afro-American Religious Music: A Bibliography and a Catalogue of
Gospel Music. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1979. ML128 .G6J23

Lornell, Kip. Virginia's Blues, Country & Gospel Records, 1902-1943: An Annotated
Discography. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1989.
ML156.4 .B6L67



Individuals (alphabetic by surname)

Westlake, Neda M. Marian Anderson: A Catalog of the Collection at the University of

Pennsylvania Library. 1981. ML136 .P4A6
Sims-Wood, Janet L. Marian Anderson, An Annotated Bibliography and Discography.

Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981. ML134.5 .A64S5
Boujut, Michel. Louis Armstrong. New York: Rizzoli, 1998. ML 419 .A75 B69

Sheridan, Chris. Count Basie: A Bio-discography. New York: Greenwood Press, 1986.
ML156.7 B38S5

Wild, David and Michael Cuscana. Ornette Coleman, 1958-1979: A Discography. Ann
Arbor: Wildmusic, 1980. ML156.7 .P4A

Timmer, W. E. Ellingtonia: The Recorded Music of Duke Ellington and his Sidemen. 4™
ed. Lanham: Scarecrow Press, 1996.
Listening Center (Reference) ML 156.5 .E45T5

Neilson, Kenneth P. The World of Langston Hughes Music. Hollis: All Seasons Art,
1982. ML134.5 .H8N4

Terry, Carol D. Sequins & Shades: the Michael Jackson Reference Guide. Ann Arbor:
Pierian Press, 1987. MUSIC STACKS ML420 .J175T4

Ping-Robbins, Nancy R. Scott Joplin: a Guide to Research. New York; London: Garland
Pub., 1998. ML134 .J65P5

Still, Judith Anne, Michael J. Dabrishus, and Carolyn L. Quin. William Grant Still: A
Bio-bibliography. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1996. ML 134 .D74S8

Library Catalogs

Brown, Rae Linda. Music, Printed and Manuscript, in the James Weldon Johnson
Memorial Collection of Negro Arts and Letters: An Annotated Catalog. New
York: Garland Pub., 1982. ML136 .N5Y33 1982

Detroit Public Library. Catalog of the E. Azalia Hackley Memorial Collection of Negro
Music, Dance, and Drama. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1979. ML136 .D38D4

Howard University. Library. Dictionary Catalog of the Arthur B. Spingarn Collection of
Negro Authors. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1970.
MAIN, REFERENCE L013.0396 H853d



Indiana University, Bloomington. Archives of Traditional Music. Catalog of Afro-
American Music and Oral Data Holdings. Compiled by Philip M. Peek.
Bloomington, 1970. ML156.4 .A4714

Moorland-Spingarn Research Center. The Glen Carrington Collection: A Guide to the
Books, Manuscripts, Music, and Recordings. Compiled by Karen L. Jefferson.
Washington, DC: Howard University, 1977. ML136 .W39M6

Miscellaneous

Caldwell, Hansonia L. African American Music: A Chronology: 1619-1995. Los
Angeles: Ikoro Communications, ¢1995 (1996 printing). ML3479 .C35A4

De Lerma, Dominique-Rene, comp. Black Concert and Recital Music: Provisional List.
Bloomington: Afro-American Music Opportunities Association, 1975.
ML120 .U5D44

Directory of Scholars Researching Black Music. Prepared by the Center for Black Music
Research. Chicago: Center for Black Music Research, 1990? ML128 .A37D5

Hoffmann, Frank W. and George Albert. The Cash Box Black Contemporary Album
Charts, 1975-1987. Metuchen: Scarecrow, 1989. ML 156.4 .P6H7

Sampson, Henry T. Blacks in Blackface: A Source Book on Early Black Musical Shows.
Metuchen: Scarecrow Press, 1980. ML1711 .S25

Standifer, James A. and Barbara Reeder. Source Book of African and Afro-American
Materials for Music Educators. Washington, DC: Contemporary Music Project,
1972. ML120 .A35S576

Ragtime

Jasen, David A. Recorded Ragtime, 1897-1958. Hamden: Archon Books, 1973.
ML156.4 .R25J4

Laird, Ross. Tantalizing Tingles: A Discography of Early Ragtime, Jazz and Novelty
Syncopated Piano Recordings, 1889-1934. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1995.
MUSIC STACKS ML156.4 P5L3

Ping-Robbins, Nancy R. Scott Joplin: a Guide to Research. New York; London: Garland
Pub., 1998. ML134 .J65P5

10



Rap Music

All Music Guide to Hip-Hop: The Definitive Guide to Rap & Hip-Hop. Edited by
Vladimir Bogdanov, [et al.]. San Francisco: Backbeat Books, 2003.
MUSIC Library Listening Center (Reference) ML 156.4 .R27A45

McCoy, Judy. Rap Music in the 1980s: A Reference Guide. Metuchen: Scarecrow Press,
1992. ML128 .R36M3

Westbrook, Alonzo. Hip Hoptionary: The Dictionary of Hip-Hop Terminology. New
York: Harlem Moon, 2002. MAIN, REFERENCE 782.42164 W523h

Reggae Music

Mulvaney, Rebekah Michele. Rastafari and Reggae: A Dictionary and Sourcebook. New
York: Greenwood Press, 1990. ML3532 .M85R3

Thompson, Dave. Reggae & Caribbean Music. San Francisco: Backbeat Books, 2002.
ML102 .P66T46

White, Garth. The Development of Jamaican Popular Music with Special Reference to

the Music of Bob Marley: A Bibliography. Kingston: African-Caribbean Institute
of Jamaica, 1982. ML120 .J25W49

Rhythm & Blues

Rosalsky, Mitch. Encyclopedia of Rhythm & Blues and Doo Wop Vocal Groups.
Lanham: Scarecrow Press, 2000. ML 102 .P66R67

Ruppli, Michel. The Chess Labels: A Discography. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1983.
ML156.2 .R824

Ruppli, Michel. The Prestige Label: A Discography. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1980.
ML156.2 .R825

Whitburn, Joel. Top Rhythm & Blues Records, 1949-71. Menomonee Falls: Record
Research, 1973. ML156.4 .6W53

Whitburn, Joel. Top Rhythm & Blues Records, 1949-1971 (Supplement) 1972/73-1977.
Menomonee Falls: Record Research. ML156.4 .P6W53 sup
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Soul Music

All Music Guide to Rock: The Best CDs, Albums & Tapes: Rock, Pop, Soul, R&B, and
Rap. Edited by Michael Erlewine, Vladimir Bogdanov and Chis Woodstra. San
Francisco: Miller Freeman Books, 1995. ML156.9 .A55

Bianco, David. Heat Wave: The Motown Fact Book. Ann Arbor: Pierian Press, 1988.
ML156.4 .S68B5

The Blackwell Guide to Soul Recordings. Edited by Robert Pruter. Oxford, UK:

Cambridge: Blackwell Publishers, 1993. ML156.4 .S68B6
Joel Whitburn's Top Soul Singles & LP's. Menomonee Falls: Record Research, 1978-

1982. ML156.4 .P6W53 sup.
Spirituals

Abromeit, Kathleen A. An Index to African-American Spirituals for the Solo Voice.
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1999. ML128 .S4A3

Index to Negro Spirituals. By the Cleveland Public Library. Chicago: Center for Black
Music Research, Columbia College, 1991, ¢1937. ML128 .S5416

Trice, Patricia Johnson. Choral Arrangements of the African-American Spirituals:

Historical Overview and Annotated Listings. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1998. ML 128 .V7T7

Prepared by Kathleen E. Bethel
African-American Studies Librarian
©kbethel@northwestern.edu
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