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Building on the Deering family’s distinguished 

tradition of philanthropy to Northwestern Univer-

sity Library through seven generations, Nancy H.

McCormick has made a $5 million gift to the Library

through the Miami Corporation, the Deering family’s

investment company. The gift will enhance the

endowment of the Charles Deering McCormick

Library of Special Collections, which in 1995 was

named and dedicated in memory of her late husband,

Charles Deering McCormick.

The holdings of rare, unusual, and original 

books, drawings, manuscripts, and scholarly materials

in the McCormick Library of Special Collections are

well used by faculty members and students for study

and research. According to David F. Bishop, Charles Deering McCormick University

Librarian, Nancy McCormick’s gift will enable the library to build its special collec-

tions more aggressively and with more purpose.

“Northwestern students and faculty can make use of a richer collection of these

materials, and they have shown an obvious hunger for such materials,” Bishop said.

“As Northwestern makes a major effort to reposition itself among its peer institutions

in the next few years, it seems essential to move the McCormick Library of Special

Collections ahead by acquiring richer intellectual fare for our students and faculty.”

The Deering family’s philanthropy to University Library began in the 1930s 

with construction of the Charles Deering Library and was propelled over the years 

by Charles Deering McCormick’s quiet but persistent intellectual interests. Always an

advocate for scholarship and libraries, he and his brothers contributed the funds for

the construction of the south tower — Deering Tower — of the current main library

in 1970 to meet Northwestern’s need for a new, larger research library. In 1982 he

pledged the leadership gift for the preservation of the Charles Deering Library, by

then recognized as a campus landmark. In 1985 he and his wife created two endow-

ments, one for the position of University Librarian and the other named in memory

$5 million gift to enhance special collections
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Nancy McCormick, pictured at top with 
David F. Bishop, Charles Deering McCormick
University Librarian, is continuing her family’s
support for Northwestern University Library.
That support began in the 1930s with the 
construction of the Charles Deering Library
(above), which today houses the Charles 
Deering McCormick Library of Special
Collections.
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of their son, Hilleary H. McCormick, to support the humanities collection. In

1995 Nancy McCormick made a gift to endow the Charles Deering

McCormick Library of Special Collections in honor of her husband. “I knew

of his great interest in the Library,” she said. “Looking back over the years, I

think he had a particular interest in special collections.”

According to R. Russell Maylone, curator of the McCormick Library of

Special Collections, “Northwestern’s students and faculty regularly use the

McCormick Library to reach new intellectual vistas.” He added, “This won-

derful endowment will help us to provide the wealth of resources that offer

significant academic challenges for teaching and research.”

NEW MCCORMICK GIFT 

PUT TO GOOD USE

Thanks to Nancy McCormick’s 

$5 million gift, the Charles Deering

McCormick Library of Special

Collections has been able to make

some exciting purchases recently:

Le soleil au signe du Lyon . . . Louys

XIII. roy de France & de Nauarre, en son

Entrée triomphante dans sa Ville de Lyon

. . . le 11 Decembre 1622. Lyon, 1623.

bound together with 

Reception de . . . Louys XIII . . . par

Messieurs les Doyen . . . de Lyon en 

leur Cloistre & Eglise le XI Decembre

MDXXII. Lyon, 1623.

NORTHWESTERN 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY BOARD OF

GOVERNORS, 2001–02

Thomas R. Butler, chair

John R. Ake

Robert A. Brenner

Jean Keating Carton

Robert W. Carton

John F. Cuneo Jr.

Gerald E. Egan

Harve A. Ferrill

Robert L. Fogel

William A. Gordon

Rodney D. Joslin

James A. Kaduk

James M. Kinney

James R. Lancaster

Raymond W. LeBoeuf

Joan V. Lindsay

Eloise W. Martin

R. Eden Martin

Howard M. McCue III

Julie A. McGee

Julie McKinley

William W. McKittrick

Rosemary Powell McLean

Andrew McNally III, life member

Marjorie I. Mitchell

William C. Mitchell

Walter A. Netsch

M. James O’Brien

Marie F. Quinlan, life member

Ernest M. Roth

Mitchell H. Saranow

Gordon I. Segal

John H. Stassen

Jane Urban Taylor

John W.Taylor III

John T.Trutter, life member

Above and right: Illustrations
from Reception de ... Louys
XIII....

These two first editions were pub-

lished to celebrate Louis XIII’s visit 

to the city of Lyon in 1623.The 

books illustrate the triumphal arches,

firework displays, emblematic trophies,

and the royal barge that were part of

the celebration.

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel.

System der Wissenschaft: Erster Theil, die

Phänomenologie des Geistes. Bamberg

and Würtzberg, 1807.

A first edition of Hegel’s best-known

work, in which he develops the idea 

of Geist (spirit) realizing itself in the

intellectual development of human-

kind. In 1869 Northwestern purchased 

the library of Hegel’s neighbor and

friend, Johannes Schulze, and thereby

acquired a great many prized books 
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South garden renamed for two men who treasured it

The Deering Library south garden 

was rededicated as the Erickson-Koch

Memorial Garden in October 2001 

to honor the memory of two men —

the one who created the garden and

the one who rescued it from disrepair.

Theodore Wesley Koch, North-

western’s University librarian from

1919 to 1941, presided over the build-

ing of Charles Deering Library and

the landscaping of the gardens sur-

rounding it. He made sure the setting

was as elegant as the building itself and

continued improving the gardens until

his death in 1941. In 1943 the gardens

were named the Koch Memorial

Gardens.

By the late 1970s and early 1980s,

when Rolf Erickson, head of Univer-

sity Library’s Circulation Services

Department, was compiling a history

of the Library, the gardens were shabby

rather than elegant. Reading docu-

ments that revealed Koch’s loving

attention to the landscaping, Erickson,

who was interested in horticulture

himself, became distressed by the

neglect into which the gardens had

fallen.With R. Russell Maylone, cura-

tor of special collections, and Patrick

Quinn, University archivist, Erickson

conceived a plan to restore the gardens

and in 1988 drafted a design to replant

the south garden. Progress toward the

restoration was slow, however, and

Erickson died in 1992, before his

dream could be realized.

Maylone, Quinn, and other

friends and colleagues formed the

Erickson Garden Committee, raising

funds and continuing to pursue the

restoration of the south garden in

Erickson’s memory.With the support

of David Bishop, Charles Deering

McCormick University Librarian,

they produced and implemented a

new plan for the garden.

Maylone was the master of 

ceremonies at the dedication of the

Erickson-Koch Memorial Garden last

October. He thanked University land-

scape architect Ann Zeigelmaier and

her staff for restoring “a colorful and

almost festive sanctuary, one whose

complex presentation of flowers,

bushes, and trees would have pleased

Rolf greatly.”

When Quinn took his turn at the

podium, he said, “Knowing how Rolf

revered Theodore Wesley Koch, we can

be assured that he would be much

pleased to know that this lovely garden

now shares his name and Koch’s.The

Erickson-Koch Garden will long stand

as a tribute to two librarians who

greatly loved Northwestern University

Library and who infused it with a

vitality that enriched the entire

Northwestern community.”

Also offering memories of

Erickson and remarks about the gar-

den and its history were Charles

Fineman, former literature bibliogra-

pher at Northwestern and now a

librarian at Harvard College Library,

and Kjersti Usler, Erickson’s cousin.

Usler later hosted a party at her home

for the some 60 friends, colleagues,

and relatives of Erickson who had

come from as far as Norway for the

rededication ceremony.

Those interested in reading

Erickson’s pre-1971 history of

University Library can find it at

http://www.library.northwestern.edu

/history/index.html.

by Hegel. However, System der Wissen-

schaft was not in Schulze’s original

library.Thus, this book’s acquisition

fulfills a longstanding need at the

Library.

Cornelis Ploos van Amstel and

Christian Josi. Collection d’imitations 

des dessins d’après les principaux maîtres

hollandais et flamands. . . Amsterdam/

London, 1821–[1828], 2 vols.

Ploos van Amstel (1726–98) was a

Dutch art dealer, connoisseur, and

engraver who discovered a method 

of reproducing the works of artists

with a perfection that has rarely 

been equaled and whose methods

seemed to die with him. His relative

and apprentice, Christian Josi, acquired

the collection of copperplates through

the sale of Ploos van Amstel’s estate

and published the engravings in 1821.

These reproductions of early Dutch

drawings and paintings constitute one

of the most important collections of

engravings ever published.

“A COLORFUL AND ALMOST

FESTIVE SANCTUARY,

ONE WHOSE COMPLEX

PRESENTATION OF 

FLOWERS, BUSHES,AND

TREES WOULD HAVE

PLEASED ROLF GREATLY.”

— R. RUSSELL MAYLONE
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Last year the Seeley G. Mudd

Library for Science and Engineer-

ing underwent renovations that

help the library accommodate

anticipated growth in its collection

over the next 10 years. During

summer 2001 old shelves were

removed and replaced with com-

pact movable shelving units on

the first floor of the library. The

new shelving increases shelf 

space in the library by about 40

percent — from about 7 miles to

10 miles.

The Mudd Library contains

248,000 books and bound journal

volumes covering every field of

science and engineering. Access 

to online reference and full-text

information is provided in the

Morton M. Astrahan Electronic

Information Center, which

includes networked public work-

stations, printers, and laptop 

connections. To learn more about

the library, please visit its Web

page at www.library.northwestern

.edu/sel/index.html.

More space for Mudd Library

Students and faculty in religion and many

other humanities fields now have access to

a “new and improved” version of a familiar

database. ATLA, the American Theological

Library Association’s electronic database 

of citations and abstracts, was recently

enhanced with the addition of selected 

full-text research literature. Its new name 

is ATLAS.

The association has long been an

important publisher of bibliographic cita-

tions to journal articles and book reviews

of literature related to religion. ATLA

recently became ATLAS when the full text

of 50 core scholarly journals was added to

the electronic database, which now includes

more than 1 million items from 650 jour-

nals in 26 languages.

The database combines citations 

and abstracts from three printed indexes,

enabling researchers to find information

with one online search that would formerly

have required three separate print index

searches.

Many of the recently added journals

already have been scanned retrospectively

to 1949, and the full text of other publica-

tions will be included as funding becomes

available.The addition of full text makes

ATLAS a valuable new component of

University Library’s electronic library.

When full text is included in the database,

the articles themselves, in addition to their

citations, can be searched.The user can read

the desired articles immediately on his or

her computer screen instead of having to

locate printed volumes.

Religion is defined broadly in ATLAS.

Christianity (including all denominations

and sects), Judaism, Islam, Buddhism,

Hinduism, Shinto,Taoism, Confucianism,

and other traditions are included. A search

in ATLAS of the heading “witchcraft,” for

example, results in 1,172 entries — includ-

ing several articles and book reviews by

Northwestern faculty members. ATLAS’s

breadth commends it to researchers in

many disciplines, including history, sociol-

ogy, archaeology, material culture, anthro-

pology, and area and ethnic studies. A

Jewish studies faculty member recently used

it very successfully as a basis for an under-

graduate session on research methods. (It

was also instructive to the collaborating

librarian to see a professor integrating the

use of electronic databases into his course.) 

The Library’s subscription to ATLAS 

is unique in that it is the first database sub-

scription jointly supported by Northwest-

ern University Library and the United

Library (which is a member of the Ameri-

can Theological Library Association).

The United Library serves the Garrett-

Evangelical and Seabury-Western Theologi-

cal Seminaries. Although the seminaries 

are not part of Northwestern University,

they, and their United Library, are located

on Northwestern’s Evanston campus.

Northwestern University Library has par-

ticipated in a number of other cooperative

ventures with United, including reciprocal

borrowing agreements and the implemen-

tation of the Voyager system.

ATLAS is available to members of the

University Library and United Library

communities via a secure server, and only a

certain number of computers can be con-

nected with the system simultaneously.

ATLAS has an online tutorial, but novice

users may want to seek additional advice or

a demonstration from Library staff to real-

ize the full potential of this powerful

research and reference resource.

REMEMBERING MARLENE KLAUBA

Marlene Klauba, administrative secretary to

the University Librarian, died unexpectedly

in September 2001. Ms. Klauba had worked

at the Library for more than nine years and

was planning to retire at the end of 2001.

Beyond the regular duties of her job,

Ms. Klauba played a significant role in supporting activities that enhanced

the quality of life for Library staff. She was a major contributor to the plan-

ning and work for holiday parties, the annual service recognition award 

ceremony, numerous retirement parties, and other events.

“Marlene carried out her duties with grace, enthusiasm, and dignity,

and she made everyone involved feel comfortable and welcome,” said David

Bishop, Charles Deering McCormick University Librarian. “She also worked

hard to see that things were done right and that all of our events reflected

positively on the Library. In the days and months since Marlene’s death, it

has been an inspiration for me to realize the extent to which she touched

the lives of people throughout the organization.There were the quilters, the

lunch group, the retirees, and those on the staff who needed to hear a kind

word. All could count on Marlene for help and support.”

Bibliographer Shelli Elstein added, “We never thanked her enough, in

time for her to hear it. Perhaps she taught us a final lesson: to express appre-

ciation while there is time.”

New ATLAS provides full-text database 
for religious literature 

by Rochelle Berger Elstein, bibliographer for religion
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Social Science Data Services — a “data

library” within University Library’s

Government Publications and Maps

Department — provides access to com-

puterized numeric and statistical data

files. SSDS is used heavily by some in

the University community and remains

unknown to many others. Footnotes

asked Ann Janda, data services consul-

tant, to explain why SSDS is such an

important tool.

What are numeric data files? 

Numeric data files provide information

on a broad range of topics and time

periods.The U.S. census, for example,

provides a wealth of demographic, eco-

nomic, education, and other valuable

social data. Essentially, these data files 

are columns of numbers that describe

units of analysis such as counties, cities,

nations, and people (see illustration

below).These data files are analyzed

using statistical software programs such

as SPSS, SAS, or Stata — or sometimes

spreadsheet programs.

The Northwestern community has

free access to important data resources

through institutional memberships in the

Interuniversity Consortium for Political

Research (ICPSR) and the Roper

Center for Public Opinion Research.

Other data providers include federal

agencies, commercial sources, and inter-

national organizations.

Who uses these data files?

Northwestern faculty, students, and staff

use numeric data for research and teach-

ing in the social sciences and in related

fields such as education, medicine, law,

management, communication studies,

finance, marketing, journalism, civil

engineering, and even music.

What kinds of questions can data files

help answer?

Typical research queries might include

the following: Are there differences in

attitudes of men and women toward

abortion, capital punishment, euthanasia,

or women in public office? What are the

respective characteristics of voters and

nonvoters in Europe? Who uses mental

health facilities? Is there a relationship

between literacy rates and infant mortal-

ity across nations? What explains the

voting behavior of college students?

How do you work with users?

Along with a graduate student 

assistant, I help users identify and access

numeric data files for analysis with a 

statistical program. In cooperation 

with staff in Government Publications

and Maps, Reference, and other Library

Cooking up raw data
USING NUMERIC DATA FILES IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

01794811000140011337037076261253206070601161318500000003323241121120100000000020
0279481100010047100311000000005014900000020100000020021369840032481001070001050
03794811000151300000000000000110000000002980000005545451111131000000000040000000
04794811000133515251002111974000000000000242200400000000111000001050000000000000
057948110001500000001115500045245132000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
06794811000100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000840000005313000001310015
07794811000110000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0879481100010000000000000000000000000000000007000000000000000000000000001197510
097948110001810000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
1079481100010000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000060000060102002100111
11794811000121020050406523551321150000004455525554545544554515000000000000000000
12794811000102444482005000000005005182005050005055000000000000000000000000000000
13794811000100000000500000000000000000000000000000000000000002541580585031710000
14794811000100000000002000000030000000100000005000000010000000500000005000000010
15794811000100000050000000100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
16794811000100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
17794811000100000000000000010301953123123220031041597951114487217015130131973712
1879481100017519724011611014287200000801800622021000311030220010400000000000000
197948110001001200000000282200000000000000000200000000003002027015002008005002
207948110001000006002009005009001021001004004011010003022001001001002000001004
217948110001002002002009006002

Numeric data “snip” representing the answers of one respondent to 854 questions in a survey
on mental health.The numeric file from which it is excerpted contains similar data for 2,264
respondents.

Data services consultant Ann Janda with 
a collection of “codebooks” for numeric files.
Codebooks contain study descriptions, the
text of survey questions, the interpretation 
of numeric codes, and other information 
necessary for effective use of the files.

departments, I guide users to reports and

scholarly publications that summarize

findings from raw data.

Users come to SSDS with a wide

range of experience. In working with

users, it is important to understand their

skills as well as their needs. For instance,

helping an undergraduate who just

wants a few statistics to plug into a

paper is quite different from helping a

graduate student embarking on a sophis-

ticated research project that may lead to

a major monograph.

What’s new in data files?

In 2001 Northwestern served as one of

seven beta testers for ICPSR Direct, a

system that allows users to download

data directly from ICPSR’s Web site

(http://www.icpsr.umich.edu) to their

desktops. ICPSR Direct represents a

quantum leap in data distribution. It has

proved a virtual “data gate” to vast

amounts of numeric data. An easy-to-use

keyword search engine at the ICPSR

Web site helps users select studies for

which data and documentation files are

only a click away. Northwestern faculty

and graduate students have been enthu-

siastic about the new service, and use of

ICPSR data at the University has

increased fivefold since ICPSR Direct

became available.

Where can people interested in using

data files learn more?

To learn more about data resources 

and services available at Northwestern,

please visit us in the Library or see the

SSDS Web site at http://www.library

.northwestern.edu/data.
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