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Don Quixote, Abraham Lincoln, Native American

chiefs; gods and locomotives; scenes from Shakespeare

and Hans Christian Andersen: From the exterior of

the Charles Deering Library, the people and scenes

depicted in 68 stained-glass window medallions offer

an enticing suggestion of the building’s contents.

Dedicated on December 29, 1932, the Charles

Deering Library was built in the “collegiate Gothic”

style. University Librarian Theodore Koch (1919–41),

the prime mover behind the construction, endorsed

this style in opposition to those who found it out-

moded or ecclesiastical. Koch characterized it as

“emotional . . . dynamic . . . a style of continual

growth and freedom” that expressed “the upward-

reaching of man’s spirit.” A confirmed bibliophile,

Koch incorporated symbols of learning into the

ornamentation of the new building. Carved banners

bear inscriptions such as “The fountain of wisdom

flows through books,” and stone mice investigate

carved scrolls on the exterior arches of Deering’s

main entrance.

In keeping with the combination of tradition

and whimsy that Koch favored, the stained-glass

medallions that decorate the building’s impressive windows depict an eclectic assort-

ment of subjects from literature, fable, philosophy, world religions, and history.To

design and create the medallions, Koch found a kindred spirit in stained-glass artist 

G. Owen Bonawit.
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Born in Brooklyn in 1891, Bonawit

apprenticed in his uncle’s stained-glass

workshop and, in 1915, went into part-

nership with traditional stained-glass

artist Henry Wynd Young. By 1918

Bonawit had established his own firm 

in New York, producing stained glass,

medallions, mosaics, and general interior

decoration. His commissions included

windows and medallions at Yale and

Duke Universities as well as in churches,

office buildings, and homes.

librarians’ workroom on the third floor

(these windows are not visible to the

public).

The medallions in the windows 

of the former main reading room (now

the Art Collection’s Eloise W. Martin

Reading Room) were meant to inspire

students: the philosopher Lao-Tze stands

beside the god Brahma and the goddess

Artemis and is flanked by symbols of 

the medieval trivium (logic, grammar,

and rhetoric) and the elusive Holy 

Grail. Also depicted are scenes from 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The

Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam and lines

from Tennyson’s poetry. In the window

of the third-floor office that once

belonged to the head librarian himself,

a medieval bibliophile sits on a massive

pile of books.These medallions were

originally identified by plaques, which

often included the relevant literary 

references.

Four of the medallions in the 

Eloise W. Martin Reading Room are

painted in color.The rest are outlined 

or washed in dark brown paint, which

was made of ground glass and a flux.

Yellow and gold colors were produced

by applying silver oxide or silver chlo-

ride stain to the back of the panel in

varying concentrations, and by firing 

the glass at different temperatures.

“Stickwork,” a medieval technique of

delicate scratching through the brown

wash, provided the shading and high-

lights. Each medallion was fired at a

temperature sufficient to melt the glass

paint and to fuse it to the glass panel

without losing the definition of the 

outlines.

Many of the medallions are located

within Library offices and are not visible

from inside the building, but most can

be seen on a walk around Deering’s

exterior. More information about the

windows, including identification charts,

historic photographs, and Bonawit’s cor-

respondence and notes, can be found in

University Archives.

Playful themes worked

into the stained glass

enliven the interior of

Deering Library.The

medallion above is 

entitled “Bookworm”

(also known as “Biblio-

mane”), while in a 

window of Deering’s

third-floor Map Room

(right), Don Quixote 

de la Mancha reads a

romance of chivalry.

Deering’s architect, James Gamble

Rogers (1867–1947), had previously

worked with Bonawit on Yale’s Sterling

Library, another collegiate Gothic struc-

ture. Decorative stained glass was a nat-

ural complement to the style’s soaring

windows, and such elements were 

popular in private and public buildings

in America and England between 1910

and the mid-1930s. Based on English,

Swiss, and Flemish domestic glass

designs of the 15th and 16th centuries,

these expressive decorations feature

mosaic leaded glass, decorative leading,

and delicate painting on glass panels.

Bonawit’s designs for the Deering

medallions were drawn from suggestions

made by Koch and Library staff as well

as from the artist’s own extensive knowl-

edge. Medallion images were placed to

reflect the purpose of different Library

areas: a Conestoga wagon and an air-

plane, representing transportation and

industry, decorated the windows of the

Commerce Reading Room (now the

Music Library Listening Center) on the

second floor; images of medieval copyists

were placed in what was formerly the

continued from page 1
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One of Northwestern University

Library’s treasures is the African poster

collection in the Melville J. Herskovits

Library of African Studies.The more

than 4,000 posters in this collection 

provide a rare look at how Africa has

been depicted over time, covering topics

ranging from apartheid to women’s

rights. Many of the posters are also 

wonderful pieces of graphic art.

About 25 of the most striking

images from this collection have been

selected for the first exhibition of the

2East Gallery, in the main corridor,

second floor of the East Tower of Uni-

versity Library.The exhibition was a 

collaborative effort among the depart-

ments that work in 2East: the Library’s

Collection Management and Digital

Media Services (DMS) units and the

Academic Technologies (AT) unit of

Northwestern’s Information Technology

(NUIT) division.The gallery opened in

February with a reception and program

entitled “The Afterlife of Digitized

Images.”

Several years ago a group of Library

departments worked with NUIT to 

digitize 345 of the Herskovits Library’s

posters and make 77 of them available

on the Web (they can be seen at http:

//www.library.northwestern.edu/africana

/collections/posters).The works exhib-

ited in the 2East Gallery are actually

high-quality prints of these digitized

images. In effect, the exhibit celebrates

the art of the African poster, the unique

value of Northwestern’s African poster

collection, and the exciting possibilities

for scholarship and library service avail-

able through digitization.

Digitization at University Library 

is becoming increasingly important as a

means of focusing attention on specific

collections and resources. In this case it

allows researchers to view a selection 

of the best African posters available any-

where in the world. “Digitization allows

us to share these images with a much

wider audience,” says Tyra Grant, head of

the Library’s Preservation Department.

“It solves the problem of how to make

the posters accessible while at the same

time protecting the originals.”

According to David Easterbrook,

George and Mary LeCron Foster Cura-

tor of the Herskovits Library, digitization

has generated increased interest in the

use of these images, both in the class-

room and by outside organizations. For

example, the curator of a major African

art exhibit discovered the Herskovits

posters through an Internet search.

He then contacted the Library for per-

mission to use 25 of the posters in an 

exhibition called The Short Century:

Independence and Liberation Movements 

in Africa, 1945–1994, which appeared 

Digitization on display

INAUGURAL EXHIBIT AT 2EAST GALLERY 

Harriet Lightman and a digital printout of an African poster in the 2East Gallery.

in four venues in Europe and North

America, including Chicago’s Museum

of Contemporary Art. Many of the

posters were also included in the exhibi-

tion catalog, which received acclaim 

for its interpretations of contemporary

African art. “This kind of response

shows why we need to expand our

efforts in this area,” says Easterbrook.

The digitized posters on display in

the 2East Gallery are just one example

of the ways Collection Management,

DMS, and AT are working together.

The collaboration between departments

has also proven successful in providing

faculty and advanced students with a

range of library and technology services.

“The Library is now able to make

materials available to patrons in many

formats,” says Harriet Lightman, bibli-

ographer for history, economics, and

philosophy and one of the exhibit’s

organizers. “The 2East Gallery shows 

the best parts of our collaboration.”
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The Joseph Schaffner Library recognized

its 75th anniversary with a gala party 

last October.With a banner, bookmarks,

and other mementos, Schaffner Library

celebrated its important history and its

commitment to innovative service on

Northwestern’s Chicago campus.

The Schaffner Library, located on

the second floor of Wieboldt Hall at 

339 East Chicago Avenue, is the only

Chicago library within Northwestern’s

University Library system (the Feinberg

School of Medicine and the School 

of Law have their own independent

libraries). Schaffner provides services to

support Northwestern’s Chicago-based

programs, including the School of

Continuing Studies, the J. L. Kellogg

School of Management Managers’

Program, and the Medill School of

Journalism.

The library’s services and programs

are designed for the adult part-time stu-

dents enrolled in these programs. Librar-

ians and staff strive to make research as

efficient and convenient as possible for

these nontraditional academic library

users. “Schaffner supports the education

of working people — people who 

may be returning to school after many

years or who may be squeezing school

into already full schedules,” says Laurel

Minott, assistant University librarian for

public services. “These folks deserve the

very best service we can offer, and the

best service for them is a little different

from the best service for most full-time

college students.”

Yesterday…

The library is named for Joseph

Schaffner, a prominent Chicago busi-

nessman and Northwestern University

trustee who helped found the School of

Commerce in 1908. Schaffner believed

in the value of scientific study for busi-

ness training and was interested in the

school’s fledgling library, organized in

1917 and originally located in the

Tremont House on the corner of Lake

and Dearborn.When the School of

Commerce eventually relocated to the

University’s Chicago campus, Schaffner’s

family provided funds for a new library

and established an endowment for

library collections.The library was 

dedicated in Schaffner’s name in 1927.

In 1942 the Schaffner Library com-

bined its growing collection of business,

economics, and journalism materials

with the social sciences and humanities

collections of the library of University

College (now the School of Continuing

Studies). Along with these materials

came the responsibility for supporting

Northwestern’s relatively new evening

programs. In 1969, recognizing that the

library’s role had expanded well beyond

the support of business education, the

University transferred administration of

the Schaffner Library to the University

Library system.

In the 1980s a study of the needs 

of Schaffner users led to a decision that

helped to define the library’s future.

The Schaffner Library was selected as a

center for electronic library services and

a laboratory for experiments in library

service delivery and automation.The

focus on services rather than the devel-

opment of extensive book collections

became the priority for Schaffner.These

services included automated access to

bibliographic information and faster and

more efficient document delivery from

the Evanston campus and other libraries.

Almost every facet of the library —

hours, circulation policy, user instruc-

tion, and reference help — was tailored

to the needs of part-time adult students.

…And today

“In the last two decades, the develop-

ment of automated library management

systems and electronic information

resources has helped the Schaffner

Library meet the challenge of providing

excellent academic library service at a

location miles from a large library col-

lection,” according to Joan Reyes, head

of the Schaffner Library.The library has

a small, carefully maintained collection

of print materials, including 60,000 

volumes and 100 serial subscriptions.

Materials housed in other Northwestern

libraries can be requested by computer

and are delivered daily by car to the

Chicago campus. Schaffner Library users

also have access to more than 200 refer-

ence and full-text databases and receive

help and advice in using these sources

from three librarians and three technical

and paraprofessional staff.

The library’s hours reflect the 

needs of its clientele: During most of

the academic year, Schaffner opens 

at noon and stays open through the

evening, when part-time students 

are most likely to be on campus and

working on assignments. Local library

school students serve as interns and 

provide reference service during

Schaffner’s busy evening and weekend

hours. Reference help is also available 

to part-time adult students by telephone

from University Library and through 

a “virtual reference” service in which

Schaffner participates.

“We are here to help the students,

and that can mean finding out what

resources they need, getting to those

resources quickly and easily, reporting

the results of their study and research,

or operating the computer system,” says

Reyes.To this end, Schaffner Library

staff develop specialized Web pages 

that guide students in particular classes

or programs to relevant information

resources.The library also is home to

the Writing Place, a free tutorial service

providing students with writing help

(managed by Schaffner staff), and a 

computer lab for students in the Kellogg

Managers’ Program.

More information about the 

library is available at http://www.library

.northwestern.edu/schaffner/index.html.

Schaffner Library
marks 75 years of
service

Joseph Schaffner

Since 1927 Schaffner

Library (below) has served

the needs of students on

Northwestern’s Chicago

campus. In recent years the

library has focused on

offering electronic services

(right).



or jumping from the book’s table of

contents to a chapter of interest is just a

click away. For example, a reader access-

ing Paula Richman’s Many Ramayanas:

The Diversity of a Narrative Tradition in

South Asia, a University of California

Press title in the field of religion, can

search for the word “narrative” and see,

at a glance, that the word occurs 65

times in the e-book.

A look at netLibrary activity at

Northwestern during the past year pro-

vides an interesting snapshot of e-book

use and shows a number of patterns

developing. From March 3, 2002, to

March 3, 2003, library patrons accessed

e-books 9,380 times. More than 780

monthly e-book sessions are typical.

Three of the most popular netLibrary

titles are available in e-book form only:

101 Great Resumes (accessed 82 times),

5

Since November 2000 Northwestern

University Library has offered an online

collection of electronic books to stu-

dents, faculty, and staff. Purchased from 

a vendor called netLibrary, the e-book

collection now includes 17,162 titles

from academic and professional publish-

ers. E-book use has been especially

heavy in the fields of medicine, manage-

ment, philosophy, social sciences, educa-

tion, the arts, and computer science.

Internet access to these titles is

available 24 hours a day, seven days a

week to members of the University

community. Northwestern users can 

find direct links to e-books by searching

NUCat, the Library’s catalog, from 

computers in their offices, dormitories,

and off-campus sites.The full content 

of each e-book is searchable by word or

phrase. Browsing a book electronically

Numerical Methods in Economics (36),

and Project Management (33). Four of 

the other top 10 titles are currently

available in e-book form only, with 

older editions available in print: Biological

Performance of Materials (accessed 92

times; the most popular title last year),

Robert J. Barro’s Macroeconomics, Milton

Friedman’s Capitalism and Freedom,

and The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy

(the most heavily used netLibrary title 

at Northwestern since fall 2000).

Two books in the netLibrary top 

10 are also available in print versions at

Northwestern. In these cases, the e-book

versions have been accessed more times

than the print versions have circulated.

The 1996 online edition of The Academic

Job Search Handbook was accessed 34

times last year, while the print copy 

circulated just 15 times since the Library

acquired it after publication. Indiscretions:

Avant-Garde Films,Video, and Feminism

was accessed 33 times online and cir-

culated 18 times in print. Users have

learned that e-books remain accessible

24 hours a day, even when their print

counterparts are checked out.

The average length of time a reader

stays connected to a netLibrary e-book

is 10 to 20 minutes, showing that people

tend to dip into the text and jump

around quickly to discover topics of

interest.This has contributed to heavy

NetLibrary snapshot

A LOOK AT ELECTRONIC BOOK USE AT NORTHWESTERN

by Leslie Bjorncrantz, bibliographer for education, management, psychology, and 

communication sciences and disorders

online use of reference titles such as

Semiotics and Language: An Analytical

Dictionary and The Encyclopedia of AIDS.

E-books have already influenced

Library acquisition policy. In some cases

the Library may decide not to purchase

print copies of a book if an electronic

version is available. Reference works,

high-use titles, technical manuals, and

books in fields where online access 

predominates are good e-book candi-

dates. University Library’s resources 

for teaching and research are already

being enriched by exciting new collec-

tions such as the American Council 

of Learned Societies’ History E-Book

Project and CogNet’s MIT Press 

Cognitive Science Collection.

In addition, generous funding 

from the Library Board of Governors

has made possible special purchases 

of e-books in psychology and manage-

ment to support the newly created Olin

Professorship in Learning in Organiza-

tions (a collaborative effort of the

School of Education and Social Policy

and the J. L. Kellogg School of Man-

agement). Board of Governors funding 

is also establishing an electronic library

of statistical handbooks, including the

129-volume Sage Quantitative Applications

in the Social Sciences series. Promising 

e-book projects in the sciences, social

sciences, and humanities are being

designed and implemented by scholarly

societies and academic publishers, ensur-

ing that e-books will remain part of 

the resources at University Library for 

a long time to come.
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EAST AFRICA IN PHOTOGRAPHS:

THE HUMPHREY WINTERTON COLLECTION 

The Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies has acquired a major 

collection of photographs depicting life in East Africa between 1860 and 1960.

The Winterton Collection of East African Photographs consists of more than

6,500 photographs documenting the landscape, urbanization, people, and

scenes of traditional and colonial life. Most of the photos date from the late-

19th and early-20th centuries. The collection was assembled over a 40-year

period by British collector Humphrey Winterton and includes albums of pho-

tographs by colonial officials, geographical society explorers, settlers, military

officials, and travelers. There are 75 subsets of photographs, each with a differ-

ent provenance.

Purchased with support from the McCormick Special Collections Endowed

Fund and the George and Mary LeCron Foster Endowed Fund, these extraordi-

nary photographs are a significant addition to the Herskovits Library’s East

Africa collection and a complement to its exhaustive archive of print and

microform sources. A catalog is available to provide researchers with immedi-

ate access to the complete collection.  

TOURISM AT HOME

Government Publications and Maps

accepted as WTO depository 

The Government Publications and Maps

Department has been made a depository

library for the World Tourism Organiza-

tion (WTO). Based in Madrid, the WTO

is the leading international organization

in the field of tourism and undertakes

research, analysis, and data-gathering

projects in a variety of segments and

regions.The WTO is vested by the

United Nations and has 139 member

countries.

The department began to look seri-

ously at the WTO publications when

Catherine Morse, international docu-

ments assistant, discovered a press release

with information on the depository pro-

gram at the WTO’s Web site. At her ini-

tiative, the department began to explore

how these publications might comple-

ment the existing collection.There was

evidence of a good match based on ear-

lier purchases of WTO publications,

which were providing users with valu-

able statistics and substantive informa-

tion on global topics well beyond

tourism.

“Our department has resources of

interest to people looking for informa-

tion on current events, demographics,

economics, environmental studies, for-

eign countries, geography, international

studies, and social studies,” says Kristina

Waldron, international documents librar-

ian. “The WTO publications are a per-

fect complement to our collections.

They meet the needs of our users for

very specific information and statistics 

in these areas.” For example, the WTO

publications include statistical compila-

tions of travel and tourism, information

on the economic effects of tourism, the

effects of current events and national

policies on tourism and mobility, and

the impact of tourism on social tradi-

tions and sustainable development.

Young Women, Zanzibar, 1908. Album of A. E. B., Zanzibar, 1908.

Winterton Collection of East African Photographs.

The Library’s obligations regarding

the WTO collection are similar to those

of other international government orga-

nizations (IGOs):The publications must

be made available to the public for free

on-site use during regular hours. Most

are eligible for interlibrary loan and 

circulate according to the rules estab-

lished for other library materials. North-

western University Library also serves 

as a depository for the U.S. government,

the state of Illinois, and IGOs including

the European Union, the United Nations,

and the Organization of American

States. Other WTO depositories in the

United States include Cornell University

and George Washington University.
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Biblio-file

¶ JEFFREY GARRETT is the new

assistant University librarian for collec-

tion management. As such, he directs 

all aspects of collection management at

University Library. He is responsible 

for making sure that collection funds 

are allocated based on the needs of the

Northwestern community, that strengths

and weaknesses in the collection are

identified and described, and that col-

lection planning occurs across library

departments. In addition, Garrett helps

make major purchases that exceed the

resources of any one department.

Garrett earned an MLIS degree

from the University of California,

Berkeley, and an MA in linguistics 

from Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 

in Munich. He joined Northwestern

University Library in 1995 as bibliogra-

pher for Western languages and litera-

tures. In 1997 he was invited to join

Weinberg College’s German department

as a lecturer.

Garrett has a longstanding interest

in children’s literature and is currently

president of the Hans Christian Andersen

Award Jury of the International Board

on Books for Young People. He writes

extensively on children’s topics and has

served for many years on the editorial

advisory board of Bookbird: A Journal of

International Children’s Literature, which

he edited from 1992 until 1995. Garrett

is regularly invited to speak to audiences

all over the world and recently partici-

pated in a program at the Art Institute

of Chicago entitled “The Importance 

of Pictures: Multiple Perspectives on

International Children’s Picture Books.”

His other research interests include

library history and theory, with emphasis

on 18th- and 19th-century German and

Austrian libraries.

Garrett succeeds Diane Perushek,

who left Northwestern to become head

librarian at the University of Hawaii in

Honolulu.

¶ PATRICIA STRAIT is Northwestern

University Library’s new director of 

public relations. Strait will be responsible

for communicating through many 

channels to inform the University com-

munity and public of the collections,

services, activities, and accomplishments

of the Library and its staff.With this

issue, she also assumes editorial responsi-

bility for Footnotes.

Strait recently moved to Chicago

from the Detroit area, where she was an

adult services librarian at the Farming-

ton Community Library. Before earning

an MLS degree from Wayne State Uni-

versity in 1999, Strait lived in Tokyo for

more than four years, where she worked

with a nonprofit volunteer organization

called the College Women’s Association

of Japan. Earlier in her career she gained

experience with several public relations

firms and worked as a magazine writer

and editor for Ford Motor Company 

in Dearborn, Michigan. Strait earned 

an undergraduate degree in magazine 

journalism from Syracuse University.

Strait replaces Kate Walden, who

left Northwestern to become an editor-

ial director with DeBat Media, a public

relations firm in Chicago. In the interim

between Walden’s departure and Strait’s

arrival, Roxanne Sellberg, assistant

University librarian for technical ser-

vices, ably served as managing editor 

of Footnotes.

EXHIBIT BOOSTS AWARENESS OF HIV/AIDS IN AFRICA

From November through mid-January, a compelling exhibit entitled Celebrating

World AIDS Day: HIV/AIDS in Africa attracted visitors and attention to Uni-

versity Library.The exhibit was created to raise awareness of the efforts that

Africans themselves are taking to address the devastating AIDS crisis.

Posters, books, pamphlets, videos, crafts, and even T-shirts drawn from 

the collections of the Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies were 

displayed on the first floor of the Main Library. In addition, a large textile work

was exhibited at the nearby Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art. Prepared 

by Kearsley Stewart, lecturer in anthropology in the Judd A. and Marjorie

Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences, and David Easterbrook, George and

Mary LeCron Foster Curator of the Herskovits Library, the exhibit featured

items produced by various governments, nongovernmental organizations, reli-

gious institutions, trade unions, and schools.These materials focused attention

on the public awareness and community action campaigns that have taken place

throughout Africa in response to the HIV/AIDS crisis.

The exhibit was so successful that its original eight-week run was extended

to meet public demand.The media also took note: Articles on the exhibit

appeared in publications ranging from the Northwestern Observer to the Chicago

Sun-Times, and Easterbrook was interviewed on the Voice of America.

If you missed the exhibit, all materials are available and can be viewed in

the Herskovits Library by appointment. Anyone, regardless of affiliation, is wel-

come to contact the Library for information on Celebrating World AIDS Day:

HIV/AIDS in Africa. Please call the Africana reference desk at 847-467-3084 

or send an e-mail to africana@northwestern.edu.

One of the 117 panels

in the quilt entitled

HIV/AIDS is Our

Concern that was

made by a South Afri-

can women’s collective

called the Chivirka

Group. Chivirka means

“hard work” in the

Tsonga language.

This “AIDS doll” was made by Lobolili Ximba as

part of the South African Siyazama Project, which

uses traditional arts and crafts to publicize critical

public health information.
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We’d like to hear from you

Please let us know what you think of Footnotes.

Over the next few months we’ll be looking care-

fully at how the Library communicates with its

various audiences. This will include a careful

review of the Library’s publications. So if you

have a few minutes, please send an e-mail mes-

sage or note with your thoughts on the content,

format, and overall quality of Footnotes. 

Patricia Strait

Director of Public Relations

Northwestern University Library

1970 Campus Drive

Evanston, Illinois 60208-2300

Phone: 847-467-5918

E-mail: library-news@northwestern.edu

Your input is important to us.


