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"The Negro past of rope, fire, torture, castration,
infanticide, rape; death and hum liation; fear by
day and night, fear as deep as the marrow of the
bone; doubt that he was worthy of |ife, since
everyone around himdenied it; sorrow for his wonmen,
for his kinfolk, for his children, who needed his
protection, and whom he could not protect; rage,
hatred and nurder, hatred for white men so deep that
it often turned against himand his own, and nade

all love, all trust, all joy inpossible.™
“If we do not now dare everything, the
fulfillment of that prophecy, re-created fromthe

Bible in song by a slave, is upon us: God gave Noah
t he rai nbow sign, No nore water, the fire next
time!"”
James Bal dwin (1924-1987)
The Fire Next Tinme (Dial Press, 1963)
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