
 1998 SUMMER READING LIST 
 RECENT BIOGRAPHICAL WRITINGS 
 
 Compiled by Kathleen E. Bethel 
 African American Studies Librarian 
 Northwestern University Library 
 
Black Heroes of the 20th Century.  Edited by Jessie Carney Smith; foreword by Nikki Giovanni.  

Detroit: Visible Ink Press, 1998. 
 
Black Lives: Essays in African American Biography.  Edited by James L. Conyers.  Armonk, NY: M. 

E. Sharpe Inc., 1998..   
 
Bray, Rosemary L.  Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir.  New York: Random House, 1998. 
 
Brown, Tracey L.  The Life & Times of Ron Brown: A Memoir by His Daughter.  New York:  William 

Morrow & Co., Inc., 1998.   
 
Danchin, Sebastian.  Blues Boy: The Life and Music of B.B. King.  Jackson: University Press of 

Mississippi, 1998. 
 
Danguah, Meri Nana-Ama.  Willow Weep for Me: A Black Woman’s Journey Through Depression: A 

Memoir.  New York: Norton, 1998. 
 
Davis, Angela Yvonne.  Blues Legacies and Black Feminism : Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie Smith, and 

Billie Holiday.  New York: Pantheon Books, 1998. 
 
Dickerson, Dennis C.  Militant Mediator--Whitney M. Young, Jr.  Lexington: University Press of 

Kentucky, 1998. 
 
The Farrakhan Factor: African-American Writers on Leadership, Nationhood, and Minister Louis 

Farrakhan.  Edited by Amy Alexander.  New York: Grove Press, 1998. 
 
Fleming, Cynthia Griggs.  Soon We Will Not Cry: The Liberation of Ruby Doris Smith Robinson. 

Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 1998. 
 
Guinier, Lani.  Lift Every Voice: Turning a Civil Rights Setback into a New Vision of Social Justice.  

New York: Simon & Schuster, 1998. 
 
Halberstam, David.  The Children.  New York: Random House, c1998. 
 



Hankins, Anthony Mark, with Debbie Markley.  Fabric of Dreams: Designing My Own Success.  New 
York: Dutton, 1998. 

 
Houston, Cissy, with Jonathan Singer.  How Sweet the Sound: My Life with God & Gospel.  Foreword 

by Whitney Houston.  New York: Doubleday, 1998.   
 
Jones, Liz.  Purple Reign: The Artist Formerly Known as Prince.  Secaucus: Carol Pub., 1998.   
 
Kassindja, Fauziya.  Do They Hear You When You Cry?  New York: Delacorte Press, 1998. 
 
Kinevan, Marcos E.  Frontier Cavalryman: Lieutenant John Bigelow with the Buffalo Soldiers in Texas. 

 El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1998. 
 
Leeming, David.  Amazing Grace: A Life of Beauford Delaney.  NY: Oxford Univ. Pr., 1998. 
 
Lewis, John.  Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 

1998. 
 
McCray, Carrie A.  Freedom's Child: The Life of a Confederate General's Black Daughter.  Chapel 

Hill: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1998.   
 
McPherson, James Alan.   Crabcakes.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1998. 
 
Motley, Constance Baker.  Equal Justice Under Law: An Autobiography.  New York: Farrar, Straus 

and Giroux, 1998. 
 
Robinson, Randall.  Defending the Spirit: A Black Life in America.  New York: Dutton, 1998. 
 
Rebels in Law: Voices in History of Black Women Lawyers.  Edited by J. Clay Smith Jr.  Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 1998. 
 
Toussaint, Rose-Marie, with Anthony E. Santaniello.  Never Question the Miracle: A Surgeon’s Story.  

New York: One World/Ballantine Pub., 1998. 
 
Tarpley, Natasha.  Girl in the Mirror: A Present-Day Migration.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1998. 
 
Watkins, Mel.  Dancing with Strangers: A Memoir.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1998. 
 
Webb, Veronica.  Veronica Webb Sight: Adventures in the Big City.  NY: Hyperion, 1998. 
 
Wedin, Carolyn.  Inheritors of the Spirit: Mary White Ovington and the Founding of the NAACP.  New 

York : Wiley, 1998. 
 



Williams, Juan.  Thurgood Marshall: American Revolutionary.  New York: Times Books, 1998. 
 
Woods, Earl with Fred Mitchell.  Playing Through: Straight Talk on Hard Work, Big Dreams and 

Adventures With Tiger.  New York: Harper, 1998. 
 ©kbethel@nwu.edu, 6/98 


