
Bringing an old bibliography into EndNote 
 
You may want to include in your EndNote library references that you collected before you began using EndNote; 
e.g.: the bibliography from a previously written paper. There are several methods by which this task could be 
accomplished, and your choice will depend upon how many references you have to import and what format they 
are in. 
 

1. You could enter the data manually, retyping each reference into EndNote.  
 
2. If your bibliography is in a word processing document, you could copy and paste the pieces of data into 

EndNote references. 
 
3. You could search for your citations in library databases with a connection file to bring the references directly 

into EndNote. Or, you could search in a database’s native interface, save your search results as a text file, 
and import the references into EndNote using an import filter. 

 
4. You can manipulate the references in your bibliography to create a structured text file that EndNote can 

import. 
 
All four options will require some work. This will not be an easy process, but it can be done! 
 

Known-item searching 
Perhaps the least labor-intensive method for getting old references into your library is to pull them in from an 
online database. You may have used library catalogs and electronic periodical indexes to identify these articles in 
the first place. Now you can go back to the source databases and retrieve the specific references from your 
bibliography in an EndNote-ready format. 
 
For example, many of the references for journal articles in the following bibliography can be located in the 
PsycINFO database. 
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Using the EndNote Connection File for PsycINFO, perform searches for identifying elements in your references, 
like article title or author and year of publication. For instance, to get the PsycINFO record for this reference 
 

Cain, A. O. (1985). Pets as family members. Marriage & Family Review, 8(3-4), 5-10. 

You might construct your search like this 
 

 
 




