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news

On June 13 Northwestern University 

Library dedicated the Information 

Commons in honor of former Univer-

sity Librarian John P. McGowan. 

Dozens of Library supporters and staff 

joined members of the McGowan fam-

ily to mark the opening of the John P. 

McGowan Information Commons. 

McGowan, University Librarian 

from 1971 to 1992, was key to the  

development of the Library’s NOTIS 

online catalog, which in the 1970s put 

the Library at the cutting edge of tech-

nology and into the national spotlight. 

Several of McGowan’s Library col-

leagues who were part of the develop-

ment of NOTIS — including Karen 

Horny, Velma Veneziano, Adele Combs, 

and Jim Aagaard — were present at the 

event. 

1 From left: Malcolm McGowan, Jane McGowan, MaryAnne 

McGowan, Deirdre McKechnie, John McGowan, University  

President Morton Schapiro, University Librarian Sarah Pritchard, 

Eileen McGowan, William Place, Carol Place, Colin McKechnie, 

Joanne McGowan, and Michael Mullen 

2 Deirdre McKechnie, Raymond Krizeck, and Joanne McGowan 

3 Velma Veneziano and Virginia Morgan

4 Karen Horny, Velma Veneziano, Adele Combs, and Jim and 

Mary-Lou Aagaard

5 Dalton and Nina McGowan 

6 Kate Cysewski, Kyle McKechnie, and Colin McKechnie 

Photos by Sally Ryan and Clare Roccaforte

A plaque installed at the dedication reads 
“In tribute to John Patrick McGowan, 
University Librarian, 1971–92, Charles 
Deering McCormick Distinguished Chair of 
Librarianship, 1987–92, innovative pioneer 
in library computerization and the NOTIS 
system. We gratefully acknowledge the 
contributions of the McGowan family and 
Northwestern University to dedicate the 
University Library Information Commons: 
Eileen McGowan and her children Jane 
and Malcolm McGowan, Deirdre and 
Colin McKechnie, MaryAnne and John 
McGowan, Joanne McGowan and Michael 
Mullen, and Carol and William Place.”
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Northwestern faculty member Evan Mwangi believes this portrait of Obama by a Kenyan artist 

is meant to invoke the peacemaking spirit of Nelson Mandela. Photo by Nina Barrett.

Africa embracing

There was a time in Africa, David 

Easterbrook says, when cab drivers who  

discovered you were visiting from Chicago 

would ask you about Michael Jordan. But  

by the summer of 2007, that had definitely 

changed.

“All anyone anywhere wanted to talk 

about was Barack Obama,” he recalls. “There 

was far more excitement about his presiden-

tial prospects there than there was here at 

home. In the States, until he won the Iowa 

Caucus in January 2008, most people still 

didn’t think he had a chance.” 

It wasn’t just talk. As excitement over 

the primary season and the Democratic 

convention blossomed into euphoria over 

the election and inauguration, markets all 

over Africa exploded with Obama-related 

stuff: Local artisans crafted worshipful like-

nesses, and tourist vendors sold T-shirts and  

trinkets; there was even a beer christened 

“The President” in Obama’s honor.

Seeing Africans so invested at the  

grassroots level in an American election 

made Easterbrook realize that it wasn’t just 

American history in the making, but a piece 

of African history as well. Had he been a 

traditional librarian, he would have had to 

wait while that history happened, then wait 

for people to write books about it, and then 

collect those books. But Easterbrook is cura-

tor of the Melville J. Herskovits Library of 

African Studies, so he didn’t wait. He sent 

out word to friends, colleagues, and mem-

bers of Northwestern’s Program of African 

Studies that he was planning to document 

LIBRARIANS AND  
SCHOLARS ON A  
COLLECTIVE MISSIONObama
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So when Bledsoe went to the 

Gambia in late 2008 — after the election 

and before the inauguration, when, as she 

says, “there was a global eruption of 

euphoria about Obama” — she paid a 

special visit to the Senegambia Craft 

Market to look for Obama-related mate-

rials. A woodcarver named Gibriel 

Sanyang at Stall 38 (the “Hassle Free 

Shop”) showed her a mask.“When he first 

brought it out, I was skeptical,” she recalls. 

“It didn’t really look like Obama. But 

then we went over the mask feature by 

feature.”

Their conversation — Bledsoe 

included a recording of their chat when 

she gave the mask to the Herskovits 

Library — revealed that Sanyang was 

more concerned about endowing his 

carving with symbolic, magical qualities 

than with creating a recognizable likeness. 

The cowry shells adorning the mask’s 

forehead, for example, allude to the use of 

the shells by African fortune-tellers to 

predict the future. The carver explained 

that he put them there “because the future 

of the world lies in the hands of the United 

States. Automatically, if there is no peace in 

the US, there is no peace in the whole 

world. The future of the whole world lies in 

the hands of America. And America elected 

Obama to be the next president.”

Sanyang also explained the significance 

of the crown he had placed on Obama’s 

head. Leaders wear crowns, of course, but in 

this case the crown, too, has a certain magi-

cal aspect. Not everybody can wear the 

crown, he said. “Some people, if you put 

certain crowns on their head, they will die 

because they cannot carry it.” A leaf on the 

crown contains some “very powerful juju” 

(ritual medicine) whose function is to pro-

tect Obama because “if he is protected, the 

world is protected,” according to Sanyang.

“At the beginning I was thinking this is 

just a hoax for tourists,” Bledsoe says. “You 

ask what the person is looking for, and, to 

keep them from moving on, you quickly 

invent a connection between your merchan-

dise and their desire. But the more we 

talked, the more I believed that he had 

indeed set out to carve Obama. It doesn’t 

look literally like him, of course, but I’m 

convinced it’s an Obama-geist. The spirit 

of what Africans saw in Obama is reflected 

in it.”

Invoking	Mandela

Evan Mwangi, an assistant professor of 

English in Weinberg College who teaches 

African literature, contributed a painting  

of Obama he bought in a market in Nairobi. 

In this case the portrait is much more life-

like (see photo on page 2), though Mwangi 

thinks the painter, Peter Kieru, was con-

cerned with something besides representa-

tional accuracy as well. “When I first saw it,” 

the phenomenon by collecting Obama-

related materials from Africa.

The result, nearly two years after the 

election of the first African American US 

president, is a collection of almost 500 eclec-

tic objects and publications, many of which 

are on display from November 15 to March 

25 in the Library’s exhibit Africa Embracing 

Obama. Amassed with the help of more than 

60 contributors, it illustrates both the extent 

of Africa’s passionate embrace of Obama’s 

candidacy and the unique style of collecting 

that has made the Herskovits Library the 

largest and most renowned collection of 

Africana in the world. 

Unorthodox	collectors

“When Melville Herskovits first founded 

the Africana library in the early 1950s, he 

did a remarkable job convincing the Uni-

versity’s administration to support what was 

at the time a highly unorthodox idea,” says 

Caroline Bledsoe, the Melville J. Herskovits 

Professor of African Studies in the anthro-

pology department of the Judd A. and 

Marjorie Weinberg College of Arts and 

Sciences. Herskovits was a pioneering 

anthropologist who, in addition to establish-

ing Northwestern’s anthropology depart-

ment, founded one of the country’s first 

African studies programs at the University. 

He believed that because literacy was not 

widespread and books were still only a 

minor form of communication in Africa, 

any library that wanted to document the 

continent’s cultures would have to collect 

other media in which public discourse  

took place: posters, textiles, artworks, music,  

nonbook publications, and other examples 

of what librarians call “realia.”

“For scholars, these are the sorts of 

materials that really help contextualize 

African society,” Bledsoe says. “That’s always 

been our collective mission. Herskovits  

collected. Hans Panofsky [the library’s first 

curator and Easterbrook’s predecessor] col-

lected. Everyone in the Program of African 

Studies knows that when you go to Africa, 

you collect for the library.”

Woodcarver Gibriel Sanyang, at his Hassle Free 

Shop in the Senegambia Craft Market, said 

his Obama mask was endowed with magical 

qualities. Photo by Caroline Bledsoe.



he recalls, “for a moment I 

thought it might be Nelson 

Mandela.” The resemblance 

could be intentional — a 

symbolic way of investing 

Obama with Mandela’s  

qualities — and Mwangi 

connects it with a character-

istic function of African 

literature.

“African biographies 

aren’t just stories of individu-

als,” Mwangi says. “They are 

stories of whole communities, 

and they place the individual 

in the context of those communities.” It 

wouldn’t be unusual, he notes, for Obama’s 

ancestral Luo people to identify with him 

and his achievements. But in this case the 

painter was a member of Kenya’s largest eth-

nic community, the Kikuyu, whose bitter 

rivalry with the Luo has produced the vio-

lence and turmoil that pervades Kenya’s cur-

rent political culture. So besides invoking 

Mandela’s spirit of peacemaking and unity, 

the portrait embodies the way Obama’s 

appeal cuts across deep-rooted lines of loyalty 

and enmity. 

“Kenya has not been a very democratic 

country,” Mwangi says. “For Kenyans, the 

change Obama brought to American politics 

means that it is possible that their country, 

too, can change. He’s American, but he’s 

living with the Kenyans every day, helping 

them in the struggle.” 

A	50-year-old	discovery

Among the Obama collection’s almost  

500 items are rare books and print publica-

tions as well as objects. One of the most 

fascinating books was actually acquired  

by the Herskovits Library 50 years ago:  

C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  T H E  
O B A M A  C O L L E C T I O N *

Lorna Abungu, Nairobi, Kenya
Lauren Adrover,  Northwestern 

graduate student
Nana Akua Anyidoho,  

Northwestern alumna 
Kofe Asante, Northwestern  

graduate student
Maggie Bangser, Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania
Sara Bangser, Office of Alumni 

Relations and Development, 
Northwestern

Kristine Barker, Northwestern  
graduate student

Caroline Bledsoe,  
Northwestern faculty

Ari Bookman, Northwestern graduate 
student

Richard Bough, Chicago
Clarke’s Bookshop, Cape Town,  

South Africa
Bethlehem Hailu Dejene, Northwestern 

graduate student
Virginia De Lancey, Program of African 

Studies, Northwestern
Badara Diakhate, Northwestern 

University Library
David Easterbrook, Northwestern 

University Library
Mike Endale, Washington, DC
Nicole G. Finzer, Northwestern 

University Library 
Valerie Freeland, Northwestern  

graduate student
Jeff Garrett, Northwestern University 

Library 
Artemis Gaye, Chicago
Marilyn Z. Gaye, Monrovia, Liberia
Christopher Hayden, Northwestern 

alumnus
Hogarth Representation, London
Lydia S. Hsu, Northwestern 

undergraduate
James Judd, Office of Alumni Relations 

and Development, Northwestern
Esmeralda Kale, Northwestern 

University Library
Njoki Kamau, Women’s Center, 

Northwestern
Library of Congress Office, Nairobi
Joseph Lorenzo, Rotary International, 

Evanston
Mary Wambui McCarten,  

Brooklyn Center, Minnesota 
Nancy McDaniel, Northwestern 

alumna

Melissa Minor, Northwestern graduate 
student

Khairunnisa Mohamedali, 
Northwestern graduate student

Elise Deeqa Mugabo, Rwanda
William Murphy, Northwestern faculty
Evan Mwangi, Northwestern faculty
Mshai Mwangola, Northwestern 

alumna
Clementine Nkweta, Burundi 
Patricia Ogedengbe, Northwestern 

University Library
Zarina Patel, Nairobi, Kenya
Dylan Penningroth, Northwestern 

faculty
Erik Peterson, Northwestern graduate 

student
Erik Ponder, Northwestern graduate 

student and Northwestern 
University Library

Susan Schneur, University of Illinois  
at Urbana-Champaign

Andrea Seligman, Northwestern 
graduate student

Zahida Sherman, Northwestern 
graduate student

Abdoulaye Sounaye, Northwestern 
graduate student

Kearsley Stewart, Northwestern faculty
Fui Tsikata, Northwestern graduate 

student
Elias Wondimu, Loyola Marymount 

University

*as of September 1, 2010
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Obama’s face pops up from 

a makaraba, a decorated hard 

hat customarily worn at South 

African soccer games. Photo by 

Nina Barrett. 
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a case study in how the library’s inclusive 

collecting style pays surprising dividends.  

In the course of its routine acquisition of 

publications in 300 African languages, the 

library obtained a copy of a Luo-language 

book titled Otieno Jarieko (Otieno the Wise 

Man). Acquired not long after it was pub-

lished in Kenya in 1959, it was written to 

encourage good farming practices — and 

literacy — as the nation moved toward 

independence. Its author: Barack H. 

Obama Sr.

Easterbrook doubts that anyone had 

looked at it from the time it was acquired 

until the moment he came across it in the 

summer of 2009, when he was preparing 

for the visit of an author researching a 

book about the African background of 

the president’s family. “For a scholar it’s 

incredibly valuable,” he says. “Not only 

because it’s one of only two copies known 

to still exist, but because it shows a conti-

nuity in community activism between the 

son and the father — that there was the 

father, before he came to America, deeply 

involved in the campaign for literacy in 

the final days of British colonial rule.”

Of course, what scholars will make 

of the Obama collection as a whole in 

years to come remains to be seen. Like 

wine in the bottle, its nature and value are 

bound to change as it ages. 

Njoki Kamau, associate director of 

Northwestern’s Women’s Center, feels that 

things have already changed since she picked 

up a copy of a Swahili-language biography 

of Obama from a Nairobi street vendor for 

the collection in the late summer of 2008. 

“It was just before the convention,” she 

recalls, “and Americans were excited, but 

Kenyans were 10 times as excited. To think 

that someone with their blood had a chance 

of becoming president of the United States. 

It was like he was running for president of 

Kenya. It was a transitional moment, a 

moment of great hope.

“Now we’ve moved on,” she continues. 

“What was once completely unthinkable has 

become completely ordinary. Now he’s just 

the president, and we can get mad at him if 

we want. But when we look at the collec-

tion, we can relive that transitional moment. 

We can remember the euphoria.” 

Above	The only Swahili-language biography of 
Obama, whose title roughly translates as “The 
Story of Barack Obama: Where He Came From and 
Where He’s Going,” is widely available on news-
stands in Nairobi. 
Left	The Egyptian magazine Ruz al-Yusuf pictures 
Obama starting a new page in history and turning 
the tables on the much-photographed Sphinx.
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Margaret Liu never met her grandmother, 

Liu Wang Liming, who rose to prominence 

in postrevolutionary China as an author, 

speaker, and leader in the struggle for  

women’s rights. But she did know a fair 

amount about her grandmother’s life: She 

had been born in China in 1897, when 

there was still an emperor on the throne.  

She had defied convention at the age of 12 

to attend a village boys school, where the 

books she read inspired her to further defy 

convention by unbinding her feet. She had 

left China by herself in 1916 to attend 

Northwestern University on a full scholar-

ship and returned to establish the Chinese 

branch of the Women’s Christian Temper-

ance Union (WCTU), founded a settlement 

house for beggars, and published three 

books. In 1938 her husband, the president of 

Shanghai University, was assassinated during 

the Sino-Japanese War by two gunmen on a 

Shanghai street. And in 1967, during China’s 

Cultural Revolution, she was imprisoned for 

her political views and was never seen by 

her family again.

When Liu, a retired educator who  

lives in Connecticut, began doing serious 

research for a book on her grandmother, 

one of the mysteries still to be unraveled was 

the origin of her grandmother’s American 

name, Frances Willard Wang.“I didn’t know 

who Frances Willard was,” Liu recalls. “I 

looked it up online, and that’s how I found 

out about the Frances Willard Historical 

Association.”  

That explained a lot. As leader of the 

WCTU, Evanston resident Frances Willard 

was one of the most prominent reformers 

and women’s rights advocates of the late 

19th century — and clearly an inspiration 

for Liu’s grandmother. Liu knew that her 

grandmother’s attendance at North western 

had been sponsored by a woman named 

Anna Gordon, and Liu discovered that 

Gordon, a leading figure in the WCTU, had 

lived with Willard as her friend and secretary 

in what is now the Frances Willard House 

Museum at 1730 Chicago Avenue in 

Evanston, just down the street from 

Northwestern.

When Liu contacted the 

museum to see whether there 

might be any correspondence in 

its archives relating to her grand-

mother, her e-mail was answered 

by Janet Olson, Northwestern’s 

assistant University archivist, who 

also manages the Willard House 

archives on a volunteer basis. 

Since Willard House hours are 

limited, Olson offered to bring 

boxes of Gordon’s correspon-

dence to Northwestern, where 

Liu could examine them at her 

leisure. She also gave Liu a tour 

of the house, where, it turned 

out, Liu’s grandmother had lived 

under Gordon’s guardianship 

while she was at Northwestern.

“I’ll tell you about the most 

amazing moment of that tour,” 

Olson recalls. “The furniture and 

the belongings in that house have 

been left almost completely in-

tact, including Anna Gordon’s old 

wooden desk. For years all of us who 

volunteer there have been puzzled by a little 

framed photograph of a Chinese woman 

sitting on the desk top. No one had any idea 

who it was. We opened up the desk when 

Margaret was there, and she took one look 

at the picture that’s been sitting there for 

nearly a hundred years and immediately said, 

‘That’s Grandma!’”  

Liu was also looking for background 

information on student life at Northwestern 

during her grandmother’s undergraduate 

years (1917–20), so Olson searched for  

resources at University Archives that might  

be helpful. The 1920 Syllabus yearbook 

contained not only a picture of Liu’s grand-

mother (identified as Frances W. Wang) but 

also a list of the extracurricular activities she 

pursued: the Chinese Christian Association, 

the YWCA, and the Chinese Students’ Club 

(of which she was recording secretary), 

among others. “That was fascinating, because 

I knew very little about her social life and 

relationships during her student days,” Liu 

says. “It must have been through one of 

these Chinese student groups that she met 

my grandfather, who was attending the Uni-

ver sity of Chicago.”

The big surprise was an enormous 

scrapbook kept by a 1921 graduate named 

discoveries In her grandmother’s footsteps

Photo of Margaret Liu by Jason Nargis



F A L L  2 0 1 0   footnotes	 7

Edith Sternfeld. “If you want to know 

what student life was like in a particular 

era,” says Olson, “student scrapbooks are 

the most incredible resources. Students 

kept theater programs, ticket stubs, pho-

tographs, newspaper clippings — all this 

memorabilia that shows what they did 

in their spare time. We even have one 

from a boy who kept handkerchiefs 

from all the girls he dated.” This par-

ticular scrapbook was notable because 

Sternfeld was an artist — she went on 

to run the art department at Grinnell 

College in Iowa — who obviously 

took great pains to mount things attrac-

tively and label them well. 

Since Liu was mainly looking 

through it just for background informa-

tion, it came as a shock when, reading 

down a page of autographs and greet-

ings from Sternfeld’s friends, Liu stum-

bled across her grandmother’s name. 

Next to it, in the column where friends 

were supposed to inscribe their “Happy 

Thoughts” to Sternfeld, Frances Willard 

Wang had written (in both Chinese 

and English) “Happy is the girl who  

is self-controlled, for to her belongs the 

whole world.”

The inscription is poignant, since 

conventional happiness doesn’t seem  

to be what Frances Willard Wang really 

cared about. “She was a very tough 

cookie,” Liu says wryly. “In her late 60s  

she was falsely imprisoned and accused  

of being a CIA spy. She died in prison 

without ever backing down. Her prison 

roommate tracked down our family later 

to tell us that she had asked that we con-

tact Premier Cho En Lai’s wife to tell her 

our grandmother’s last words: ‘I did not  

betray China.’”

“She was always a mythic figure to me,” 

Liu continues. “It’s not just the information 

that I found in Archives and at the Willard 

House that made this such a remarkable 

experience for me. It’s also the emotional 

experience of finding these traces of her  

as a young girl, in her handwriting and in 

pictures. My hands were literally shaking as  

I opened up the boxes, not knowing what  

I might find. I’m so grateful that there are 

archives that keep all these materials —  

even when it doesn’t seem obvious why 

they should. There are always stories like  

my grandmother’s that couldn’t be recon-

structed without them.”

Page of the Syllabus yearbook courtesy of University Archives
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One	way	to	measure	the	breadth	and	rich-
ness	of	Northwestern	University	Library’s	
holdings	is	to	take	a	theme	—	say,	food		
—	and	follow	it	through	our	various	spe-
cial	collections,	noting	the	diversity	of		
examples.	Here’s	what	we’ve	cooked	up.	

What	is	it? The recipe book of Marion Denison Whipple (1857–1943), a noted phi-

lanthropist and the wife of Charles Deering (1852–1927), the initial benefactor of 

Deering Library. Carefully copied out by hand in clear 19th-century script, the book 

contains 90 pages of home recipes for dishes such as mincemeat, catsup, “eggplant in 

imitation of oysters,” and four different versions of Charlotte Russe, a rich dessert in-

vented by French chef Marie Antoine Carême that was wildly popular in the United 

States in the 1930s.

Where	is	it?	University Archives. Nancy McCormick, whose late husband, Charles 

Deering McCormick, was a grandchild of Marion and Charles Deering, donated  

the book to the University Archives in March 2010. Deering family members have 

continued as major Northwestern benefactors for over a century.

What	is	it?	A 1910 edition of the Manual 

for Army Cooks. It includes hundreds of 

recipes for feeding large numbers of hungry 

soldiers with ingredients to be found, liter-

ally, in the field. Recipe 269 explains how 

to cook “pigeons, doves, robins” and other 

small birds in a pot pie.  

Where	is	it? The Government and Geo-

graphic Information and Data Services 

Department. Northwestern was designated 

as a federal depository library in 1876, and 

the Manual is part of the Library’s extensive 

collection of publications deposited by the 

government through this program. 

H I D D E N  T R E A S U R E S 
O F  N O R T H W E S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R Y
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What	is	it?	A signed first edition of Dining 

on Inland Seas: Nautical China from the Great 

Lakes Region in North America by Daniel C. 

Krummes (1997). The book catalogs and 

illustrates (see above) more than 175 china 

patterns from freighters, passenger ships, 

ferryboats, tankers, tugs, and towboats that 

have operated on the Great Lakes since the 

1840s. This hardy crockery, built to with-

stand heavy use on the rolling waters, was 

often emblazoned with a shipping com-

pany’s logo or other ornamental designs. 

Where	is	it?	The Transportation Library. 

Krummes is the transportation librarian 

emeritus at University of California, Berke-

ley, and donated the book to Northwestern.

What	is	it?	La Cucina Futurista, a 1932 collection 

of essays on food and cooking by Italian futurists  

F. T. Marinetti and Fillia (the pseudonym of Luigi  

Colombo). It provides details of real or imaginary  

banquets and recipes, such as Carne Cruda Squarciata 

dal Suono di Tromba (Raw Meat Torn by Trumpet 

Blasts) from the Pranzo Eroico Invernale (Heroic Winter 

Dinner): “Cut a perfect cube of beef. Pass an electric 

current through it, and then marinate it for 24 hours 

in a mixture of rum, cognac, and white vermouth. 

Remove it from the mixture and serve on a bed of red 

pepper, black pepper, and snow. Each mouthful is to 

be chewed carefully for one minute and each mouth-

ful divided from the next by vehement blasts on the 

trumpet blown by the eater himself.”

Where	is	it? The Charles Deering McCormick Library of Special Collections, which has an 

extraordinary collection of Italian futurist publications. 

What	is	it?	A 1980 letter from composer 

John Cage to the president of TWA com-

plaining about the in-flight meals. The note’s 

vehemence concerning macrobiotic prin-

ciples echoes the very particular and disci-

plined way Cage characteristically governed 

all aspects of his life — including his method 

of composing. TWA politely responded that 

“the number of macrobiotic requests have 

been too infrequent to warrant having our 

kitchens stock macrobiotic meals.”

Where	is	it? The Music Library. Several 

letters between Cage and TWA on this 

subject are in the John Cage Collection, an 

archive of original correspondence, music 

manuscripts, and other materials given to 

Northwestern by Cage.

H I D D E N  T R E A S U R E S 
O F  N O R T H W E S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R Y
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Honor	Roll	of	Donors	2010

Northwestern University Library appreciates  

the generosity of and ongoing support from our  

donors during the period from September 1, 2009, 

to August 31, 2010. 

We ask that you alert Library Development  

to any incorrect information or omissions. We  

will correct the University’s records and print  

corrections in the next issue of Footnotes. 

Thank you for your help in supporting the 

University and the Library.

Please send corrections to Alex Herrera, Director of 

Development, University Library, Office of Alumni 

Relations and Development, Northwestern University

2020 Ridge Avenue, Third Floor, Evanston, IL 60208-

4307, 847-467-7129, aherrera@northwestern.edu.

The	Deering	Society
The Deering Society  
is an annual giving society  
for Northwestern University 
Library. It recognizes gifts  
of $1,000 or more to any  
area of the Library, and  
it takes its name from the  
family whose philanthropy  
established the Charles  
Deering Library at 
Northwestern.

$25,000 and More
Carol K. Butler
Thomas R. Butler 
Leslie C. Devereaux
Christopher Hunt
Victoria M. Kohn 
Nancy H. McCormick 
Eileen D. McGowan
John T. McGowan 
MaryAnne McGowan
Colin McKechnie 
Deirdre M. McKechnie
Marjorie I. Mitchell 
Linda D. Strachan
Stephen M. Strachan 

$10,000 to $24,999
Neal Blair
Dominique Bravo 
Anne K. Gullquist

Herbert W. Gullquist
James R. Lancaster 
Patricia C. Lancaster
Joan McKee
Peter B. McKee 
Sarah M. Pritchard
Evelyn J. Riedel
Eric B. Sloan 
Nancy McCormick Vella
Zachary A. Vella

$5,000 to $9,999
Ann M. Avery
Robert D. Avery 
Mary L. Boas 
Susan S. Bodin 
Julie M. Brock 
Darse E. Crandall
Ruth R. Crandall
Daphne Hoch-Cunningham
John T. Cunningham IV
Spencer P. Glendon 
Byron L. Gregory 
John Hall Jr. 
Diane S. Humphrey
Rosemary Mack 
Stephen C. Mack 
Howard M. McCue III 
Judith W. McCue
Frances M. O’Brien
Barbara K. Silverman 
Richard B. Silverman 
Lisa Y. Tung

$2,500 to $4,999
James S. Aagaard 
Mary-Louise Aagaard
Steven W. Abrahams 
Valerie B. Abrahams
Laura P. Anderson 
Vicente Berrocal
John W. Croghan 
Rosemary Croghan
Marla I. Hewitt
Paul B. Hewitt 
Catherine G. Kaduk
James A. Kaduk
Blair Collins Maus 
Todd A. Maus
M. Julie McKinley 
Leon N. Moses 
Rae A. Moses
Robert J. Reynolds 
Sandi L. Riggs
Linda Saranow 
Mitchell H. Saranow 
Carole Segal
Gordon I. Segal
Francine T. Tague
Philip Tague 
Jane Urban Taylor 
Robert L. Tree
Anonymous

$1,000 to $2,499
Arthur H. Anderson
Rebecca S. Anderson
Diane J. Batson 
David F. Bishop 
Nancy D. Bishop
Pier C. Borra 
Clarence J. Brown III 
John S. Burcher 
Jean K. Carton
Robert W. Carton
Jane T. Coleman 
Bernard J. Dobroski 
Sally S. Dobroski
Harry S. Edwards 
Gerald E. Egan 
Kathleen T. Egan
Carol B. Eisman
Martin M. Eisman 
Phyllis W. Ellis 
Amy M. Faxon 
Harve A. Ferrill 
Darrien L. Gaston 
Jocelyn W. Gaston
Gary Gelzer 
Donald V. Hall 
Dorothy U. Hall
Paul J. Houdek 
William V. Jackson 
Charlotte Kafitz 

Clayton E. Leopold 
Daniel I. Linzer 
Jennifer B. Linzer 
Lizzie Jane Locke
Mary E. Lunz 
Deborah S. Marquardt
Stephen C. Marquardt 
R. Eden Martin 
Sharon F. Martin
Helen A. McKay 
Carolyn V. Mitchell
William C. Mitchell 
Andrew Moers
Yelda Basar Moers 
Dawn Clark Netsch
Janis W. Notz 
John K. Notz Jr. 
Eugene B. Pflughaupt 
Margery A. Pflughaupt
Constance M. Platt
Frederic W. Platt 
Barbara Pollack 
Nancy R. Rotering
Victor R. Rotering
John D. Ruffley 
Julie F. Schauer
Patricia W. Schmidt 
Dianne G. Siekmann
Alan H. Silberman 
Margaret A. Silberman
Stanley E. Skarda 
William S. Springer 
John H. Stassen
Sara G. Stassen
John B. Weber 
Sally Weber

Alumni	and	Friends
Gifts support the Library’s  
most compelling needs and 
directly enhance the collections 
by enabling us to add scholarly 
materials needed by students  
and faculty. We appreciate our 
donors’ generosity.

$500 to $999
James H. Anderson 
Sara Ellen Anderson
Marie Arana 
E. James Archer 
Scott L. Atkinson 
Janet Ayers 
Deborah B. Barber 
Thomas P. Bleck 
Ana C. Borgersen 
Denis J. Brion 
Beverly Louise Brown 
Jane Burke 

Andrew Y. Butt 
Guy W. Chipman Jr. 
Richard H. Connell 
John E. Connolly 
Virginia H. Connolly 
Gay N. Dannelly
Gerard P. Duffy 
Janet D. Dumas
Dorothy Duncan
Amy Drnec Euler 
Edward A. Euler 
Elisabeth L. Flynn-Chapman
Laura S. Friedland
Marc Gosse 
Robert A. Gundlach 
Susan O. Gundlach
Frederic W. Hickman 
Katherine Hickman
Rocky D. Holly 
Mary Louise Hurckes 
Majed Jandali 
Reem Jandali
Debra Jenny
Donald B. Jenny 
R. A. Jensen 
J. Prescott Johnson 
Theodore C. Koutlas 
Jeffrey C. Kvam 
Sharon Hancher Kvam
Barbara F. Lanphier
Kevin B. Leonard 
Laura L. Leonard
William R. Levin 
Susan Massey
Thomas M. Massey 
Robert E. McCamant 
Jane McGowan
Malcolm McGowan 
H. Todd Miller 
June Miller 
Erica K. Nelson
Bill D. Paden 
Frances F. Paden
Mary K. Pendergast 
Mark F. Rhodes 
Joan T. Richtsmeier 
Tuuli-Ann Ristkok 
Steven A. Schueppert 
Lisa R. Schwartz 
Adela M. Seal
Robert A. Seal 
Nancy F. Seyfried 
Donald H. Tritschler 
Katherine L. Walker
Lois T. Warden
M. Robert Warden
Carolyn B. Welcome
Michael W. Welcome 
Victoria S. Wright 
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Catherine J. Holsen 
Cecilia A. Horner
Harry T. Horner 
Karen Horny 
Ann Flowers Howlett
Philip G. Howlett 
Barbara Ann Hunt 
Fredrick W. Huszagh 
Sandra M. Huszagh
Sheila S. Intner
Marge O. Johnson
Marilyn M. Johnson
Barbara M. Jones 
Daniel S. Jones 
Susan S. Jones
Sonalee S. Joshi 
Esmeralda M. Kale 
Andrew J. Kass 
Ranon G. Katzoff 
Carole Bricker Kelley 
Thomas L. Kemper 
James M. Kempf 
Tomoko N. Kempf
Pamela Kempin 
Thomas R. Kettler 
Emily B. Kirby 
Eugene C. Kirchherr 
Ronald R. Knakmuhs 
Ursulla G. Knakmuhs
Marye E. Knoop 
Rita Koerner
Thomas Koerner
Giuseppina Koscica 
John Koscica 
Andreas Kramvis 
Shirley Kramvis
Ann G. Krone
Deborah Kross 
Robert Kross 
Robert H. Krueger 
Donaldo Lamas 
Margarita Lamas
Akiko Larson
Thomas Larson 
Michele M. Leber
Theodore T. Leber,  

USN (Ret.) 
Margaret B. Lefever
Michael F. Leidemann 
Shira R. Levine 
Daniel Levitan 
Jane Zwicky Lillie 
Richard C. Linden 
Ronald J. Lipton 
Carol A. Lockwood
Geraldine Lorme 
Raymon Lorme
Paul L. Love 
John P. Lowe 
Nancy M. Lowe
Jeffrey A. Lukens 

Maureen N. Foley 
Barry Forman 
James Forslund 
Barbara Foster
John Foster 
Philip Fox 
Gary A. Freiburger 
James F. Freundt 
Alan I. Frishman 
Ronny G. Frishman
D. Robert Frisina 
Mary Miles Frost 
Carla Belt Funk 
Donald I. Funk 
Mildred S. Funk
Walter R. Garschagen 
Suzanne S. Gartner
Lynn Gendleman 
Mark Gendleman 
Ben George 
J. Rod Gimbel 
Linda S. Giordano 
Susan H. Glatt
John D. Goldenberg 
Michelle Gooze-Miller 
Carolyn J. Goshen 
Pamela Garry Grady
William R. Grady 
Robert M. Grant 
Beverly K. Gray
Merleen Gray 
Timothy H. Gray 
Sheldon Greenbaum 
Marc F. Greenberg 
Elizabeth R. Greene
Sandra E. Greene 
Karl E. Gwiasda 
Kerin Hagan 
Melvin G. Hamm 
Marianne T. Hanley 
Andrew E. Hano 
William J. Hardell 
Carolyn L. Harman
Daniel P. Harmon 
Robert L. Harris Jr. 
Margaret D. Hayes 
Xiaoguang He 
Hong Lin
Margaret Hegel
Robert L. Hegel 
Dorothy McDermid 

Heggblom 
Nancy E. Heim 
Gail L. Heriot 
Barbara M. Heuer
Michael A. Heuer 
Robert A. Highbarger 
John A. Hirsch 
Michael Hoffman 
Tamara Hoffman
Dorothy S. Holmes

Alfredo A. Bismonte 
Gary B. Blumenshine 
Linda V. Blumenshine
Nancie H. Boedy 
Gary L. Bogart 
Sharon K. Bogetz 
Lawrence J. Bookbinder
Mrs. C. M. Boscher-Murphy
Carol A. Boswell 
Ellen Bowman
Nancy J. Brennan 
Clifford R. Brown 
Spencer H. Brown 
Barbara J. Bucknall 
Carla A. Burres
Kenneth L. Burres 
Marylu Cervieri-Chuck
Craig D. Chambers 
Eileen M. Chambers
Randall L. Chuck Sr.
Norma S. Church
Albert C. Claus 
Louise O. Cleveland
William P. Cleveland Jr.
Julia G. Coan 
Adele W. Combs 
David A. Connors 
Sybilla A. Cook 
Jane E. Courten
Elizabeth Crews 
Kenneth D. Crews
Gary M. Crosbie 
Patricia S. Crosbie
Richard A. Cummings 
Theodore W. Cutshall 
Gerald A. Danzer
Deborah Delhoyo 
George Delhoyo 
Rajiv Dixit 
Rashmi Dixit
Helen B. Druva 
Howard S. Dubin 
Charles E. Dujon 
Mary M. Dunn
Linda B. Easter 
Robert M. Easter 
David L. Easterbrook
Kristin P. Edwards
Matthew S. Edwards 
Mary J. Egeland Rowland
Kristyn D. Elliott 
Mary C. Ellwanger
Mary M. Ettel 
Gail M. Evans 
Phyllis R. Evelyn
Carol R. Fautsch 
Charles R. Fautsch 
Jean Taylor Federico 
Julie Fiorito
Robert E. Fiorito 
Roslyn K. Flegel 

Craig A. Rosenberg 
John P. Schmidt 
Lisa Shifrin 
Marcy Hart Shilling 
Joyce Somsak
April Stone
Alice Sun
Paul Sun 
Kim L. Thornton 
Mitchell H. Tobin 
Cary T. Torkelson 
Linda S. Torkelson
G. Nickolas Tri 
Christine J. Urata
Robert L. Urata 
Mary R. Walsh
William A. Walsh
Linda Z. Weisfeldt
Myron L. Weisfeldt 
Adam B. Weyeneth 
Jamie T. Weyeneth
Edward R. Winstead
David Zarefsky 
Nikki M. Zarefsky

$100 to $249
Dorothy P. Ackerman
George Aichele Jr. 
Huda Alani 
Keith E. Alexander
Kathryn I. Allen 
W. Bruce Allen 
Albert L. Allred 
Nancy W. Allred
Richard R. Anderson 
Dorothy J. Anderson-Metzel
Janet R. Baker 
Marjorie K. Baker 
Konrad J. Banaszak 
Sujata Bansal 
Allison M. Barnes 
Carlton T. Barzon
Charles Barzon 
Marie Barzon
Anthony J. Batko 
Carol V. Bechtel
Kathrine A. Beck 
Catherine G. Bellver
Julian Bendelstein 
Sylvia Bendelstein
Charlotte S. Bennett
Bruce R. Berger 
Carol L. Berger
Greg S. Bertch 
Priya M. Bhatia
John C. Bierk 
David P. Billington 
Phyllis B. Billington
Peter R. Bing 
Richard D. Birnbaum 
Beryl A. Birndorf 

$250 to $499
John M. Alongi
Karen C. Audi
John Batchelder 
Mark N. Berman 
Edwin R. Black 
June B. Black
Michael W. Blaszak 
Eric K. Blau 
Paul A. Bodine 
Peggy W. Bodine
Norman W. Carlson 
Susan S. Carlson
M. Ann B. Carneal
Constance S. Cowley 
Nancy P. Crandall 
Michelle M. Crecca 
Gregory T. Dahlstrom 
Ronald W. Drozd 
Thomas E. Dubis 
Edith C. Eisner 
Allison M. Engel
Michael Epstein 
Nancy H. Fisher 
Joan T. French 
Edwin G. Goldstein 
Robert W. Grumbine
Pamela H. Haag 
William Haag III
Stephen P. Herr 
Danny J. Hurwitz 
Mildred A. Hurwitz
Joseph H. Ingram
Susan K. Jones 
William T. Jones 
Charles L. Katzenmeyer
Bo Seok Kim
Kyung Chang
Jay F. Kimball 
Julie B. Koenig 
Donald Kosin Jr. 
Beth Kupper-Herr 
Christine A. Lauber 
Chun Li 
Ilene B. Marquardt
Karl L. Marquardt 
Charles-Gene McDaniel
Joan B. McLane
John R. McLane  
Margaret L. Miller 
Robert L. Murphy 
Kate R. Nelson 
Cynthia S. Ofer 
Jean Rae Peters 
Dale Preston 
Maryrose P. Preston
Susan L. Rice 
Jacqueline F. Robbins
Donald E. Rome 
Melvin K. Roseman 
Roselynn G. Roseman
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James L. Jackson Declaration 
of Trust 

Jewish Community Federation 
of San Francisco

Donna B. Kendall Revocable 
Trust

Lorme Family Trust
Madison Community 

Foundation
Chauncey and Marion 

Deering McCormick 
Foundation

Bernard and Marjorie 
Mitchell Family 
Foundation 

Thomas R. Mizen, MD, & 
Associates LLC

MMR Trust
Eugene E. Myers Charitable 

Trust 
Florence H. and Eugene E. 

Myers Charitable Trust 
Myers Testamentary 

Foundation 
George J. Myrick Revocable 

Living Trust
Northern Trust Charitable 

Trust
M. J. O’Brien Family 

Foundation
Arlette I. Rasmussen Trust
Schwab Fund for Charitable 

Giving
Segal Family Foundation
Spherotech Inc.
Symonds Foundation 
Tower Foundation 
Tropham Foundation Inc.
Howard L. Willett Foundation 

Inc.
Young, McKenna & Associates 

Inc.

Estate Gifts
George R. Terry
Eloise W. Martin

Gift in Kind
Damian Kulash

In Memoriam
We are saddened by the loss of 
longstanding friends and are 
grateful for their generosity over 
the years. We extend our warm 
wishes to their families. 

Dorothy Petersen Ackerman
Mary L. Boas
Marie A. Quinlan
George R. Terry
Paula M. Trienens

Sharon D. Zellmer
Ellen M. Zlotnick-Lamb

Matching Gifts
Abbott Laboratories Fund
Bank of America Foundation
The Capital Group 

Companies Charitable 
Foundation

Deloitte & Touche 
Foundation

Endwave
Highfields Capital 

Management LP
Houghton Mifflin Company
Insurance Services Office Inc.
Intuit Foundation
John Wiley & Sons Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
KeyBank Foundation
The McGraw-Hill 

Companies
MediaVest Worldwide
Motorola Foundation
Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
Preformed Line Products Co.
The Raytheon Company
Wachovia Wells Fargo 

Foundation

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, and Other 
Organizations
Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill 

Architecture LLP
Backstage Library Works
John Cashion Bierk Living 

Trust
Beryl A. Birndorf Trust
Elizabeth F. Cheney 

Foundation
Chicago Patrolmen’s Federal 

Credit Union
Robert A. Claus Trust
Richard C. Devereaux 

Foundation 
Howard and Ursula Dubin 

Foundation 
G. E. Egan Foundation 
Edith C. Eisner Revocable 

Trust
Fidelity Investments 

Charitable Gift Fund 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Gibbet Hill Foundation
Sylvia G. Gordon Trust
The Gullquist/Mullin Family 

Foundation 
Nan Heim/Associates
Hurckes Family Trust 

Craig A. Sirles 
James R. Slater 
Anne K. Smith 
David C. Smith 
Kathleen K. Smith
Helen L. Snyder 
Danuta Sobolewski
Grzegorz Sobolewski 
Ronald K. Sommers 
Virginia E. Sommers
Susan Harper Spring 
Andrea L. Stamm
Elizabeth Slothower 

Stegeman 
John J. Stegeman 
Alice Trainor Stein 
Nancy Hawlick Stein
Robert D. Stein 
Malcolm E. Stern 
Mark S. Stevens 
Peter W. Stine 
S. Jennifer Sugarman
M. Kathleen Sullivan 
Alumni Sundry Donors
Diane R. Swanson 
Constance Nash Tanner
Hugh B. Tanner Sr. 
Alice Sisler Thiele 
Elmer H. Thogersen 
David O. Thompson 
Brenda B. Tiefenbruck
Grant Tiefenbruck 
Diane Marie Tkach
Mary Beth D. Trubitt
Nancy Tyra-Lukens
Vincent E. Urbanek
Frank Valadez 
Henry C. Vander Voort 
Sharon K. Vander Voort
John Thomas Vaughey 
Victor E. Vogel 
Frances M. Walk
Fredrick H. Walk 
Fred E. Walker Jr. 
Karen Thomas Walker
Thomas E. Wallace 
Rebecca L. Wallin 
Lisa A. Walrath 
Chao Huei Wang 
Hsing Huei Wang
Nancy L. Wayne 
Oliver C. Weaver Jr. 
Katherine Hargett Webb
Peggy J. Weiss 
John A. Wellington 
Marie Z. Wellington
Amy C. Whitworth
Frank D. Whitworth III
Christine D. Young 
Meredith A. Zeitlin 
Richard A. Zellmer 

Scott W. Pector 
Anna V. Perkinson
Dennis G. Perkinson 
Duane E. Peterson 
Mary E. Peterson
Leslie Pietrzyk 
Carol M. Place
William C. Place 
Susan S. Pogue
Alexandria Poon 
Philip J. Poon 
Sandra Jean Popik 
William V. Porter 
Mary L. Prevey 
Jiahe Qian 
Rajeev K. Ranade
Arlette I. Rasmussen 
Rapeepat Ratasuk 
Jeanne B. Reckitt 
Catharine A. Regan 
Katherine Regan 
David P. Remy 
Joan R. Resnick
Margaret O. Rexford
Robert Rexford 
Donna D. Rich 
Ruth D. Rickard 
George T. Ripeckyj 
Natalia Ripeckyj
Agnes A. Roach 
Robert J. Rogala 
Leland Roloff 
John C. Romans 
Christian Rondestvedt Jr.
David S. Rosenbaum
Donna E. Rosenbaum
David R. Rosi 
Susan A. Rosi
Michael I. Rothman 
Arthur L. Rudd 
Grace W. Ruth 
Susan C. Salay 
David A. Sauer 
Marya Savola 
Jeffrey T. Schlitt 
Jennifer Schlitt
Beata S. Schmeller
Kurt R. Schmeller 
Rosemary J. Schnell 
Lauren K. Schoenthaler
Robert C. Schoenthaler
Hendrika Schuster 
Robert F. Semmer 
David B. Shapiro
Craig Alan Shutt 
Mary L. Shutt
Caryl Klein Sills
Charles Sills 
Robert G. Siman 
Marsha M. Simonson
Tanita Sirivedhin

David E. Lurie 
Rajeevi Madankumar
Thangaraj Madankumar
Ellen L. Maddock
Beatrice L. Maguire 
Jati L. Mangunsong
Priscilla C. Martin 
Mildred L. Marx 
Michael J. McAvoy 
Heather M. McElroy 
Daniel McFarland 
Nancy McFarland
Mrs. T. S. McGurn
Thomas S. McGurn 
James W. McMasters 
Stephen J. McMullen 
Gerard Metzler  
Robin S. Metzler
Truman T. Metzel Jr.
Karen H. Miller
Patricia D. Miller
Ellen Green Minick 
Norris Jon Minick 
David Mintzer 
Justine K. Mintzer
Pamela J. Mizen
Thomas R. Mizen 
Glenn R. Modica 
Jean M. Moe-Cathro 
Amanda L. Moore 
Marilyn C. Morris
Paul E. Morris 
Gary Morse 
Victoria L. Muehleisen 
Christine D. Munro
Angela K. Murakami
Michael J. Murphy 
Maureen Murray
Pamela P. Naeve
Carol J. Nelson 
Raymond C. Nelson 
Courtney G. Newmark
David M. Newmark 
June T. Nho 
Ellen J. O’Brien 
Mary M. O’Donnell
Carolyn R. Oehler 
Patricia Ogedengbe 
Timothy R. O’Leary 
Richard Pagni 
Madeleine F. Panarelli
Toni L. Parastie 
Betty D. Park
Pratik Suresh Patel 
Denise I. Patterson 
Danny Pavisich 
Victoria Pavisich
Catherine N. Payvandi
Mohammed Payvandi
Elizabeth F. Pector
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M. Julie McKinley, chair
Robert D. Avery
Suzanne S. Bettman
Paul A. Bodine
Julie Meyers Brock
John S. Burcher 
Jane A. Burke
Thomas R. Butler
Jean K. Carton, life member
John T. Cunningham IV
Gerald E. Egan
Harve A. Ferrill
John S. Gates Jr.
Byron L. Gregory
Daniel S. Jones
James A. Kaduk
Victoria M. Kohn
James R. Lancaster
Stephen C. Mack
Judith Paine McBrien
Howard M. McCue III
Peter B. McKee 
William W. McKittrick
Rosemary Powell McLean
Marjorie I. Mitchell, life member
William C. Mitchell
William D. Paden
Sandi L. Riggs 
Gordon I. Segal
Alan H. Silberman
Eric B. Sloan
John H. Stassen 
Stephen M. Strachan
Jane Urban Taylor
Nancy McCormick Vella
John C. Ver Steeg

Alex Herrera, ex officio
Sarah M. Pritchard, ex officio

When a never-performed work by Maurice 

Ravel had its world premiere at North west-

ern last April, one of the most gratified 

members of the audience was Sally Hagan. 

The manuscript for the Fugue in F Minor, 

which Ravel wrote as a student at the  

Paris Conservatory, had been acquired by 

Northwestern’s Music Library with the sup-

port of the James A. and Sally Ann Hagan 

Endowed Fund for Music, established by 

Sally in memory of her late brother. 

“It was a spectacular event,” she says, 

“and exactly the kind of thing that would 

have thrilled Jim. He had some friends who 

were distinguished musicians, and whenever 

they came to Chicago, they would go bor-

row scores from the Music Library and hold 

chamber music concerts in our living room. 

He would have been incredibly proud to  

be part of a performance on the scale of the 

Ravel premiere.”

Music Library head D. J. Hoek says that 

the Hagan Fund, established in 2000, has 

become central to the Library’s ongoing 

development of its collection and, in  

particular, its Ravel holdings. Acquired in 

2004, the fugue manuscript was the Music 

Library’s first original Ravel item. In the 

years since, a number of other Ravel materi-

als have been added. “Ravel’s importance as 

a composer cannot be overstated, and build-

ing our Ravel collection has become a con-

tinuing project of mine,” Hoek explains. 

“The Hagan Fund has been a key source  

of support in all these purchases.”

Hagan says the fund has helped memo-

rialize her brother’s twin passions of music 

and books. “Among people who knew him, 

he was famous for always having his nose in 

a book from the time he learned to read,” 

she recalls.  “We traveled all over the world 

together, and I always knew that if we got 

separated in any city, I would always be able 

to find him again in the nearest bookstore.”

 

 

Sally Hagandonor 
spotlight

Sally Hagan (right) and her brother Jim 

Hagan at the wedding of their niece 

Therese Luxem Hianik (center)
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Through March 24, 2011 
Deering Library, third floor

The Library’s archive of more than 25,000 comic 
books is one of its most eclectic and contemporary 
special collections. This exhibit features highlights 
from that collection and includes such characters 
as Batman, Spiderman, Superman, Lois Lane, 
Archie, Veronica, and more. It also shows how  
the literary-graphic tradition that spawned comic 
book art is more ancient and more avant-garde 
than commonly understood, from the word-and-
picture combinations of hieroglyphics and illumi-
nated manuscripts to the politically and sexually  
subversive publications of the late-20th-century 
underground “comix” movement.

From the H
eroic 
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The exhibit is open to the public during the Library’s regular hours: Monday through Friday,  
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to noon. See the Library’s website for occasional 
special closings. The exhibit contains some sexually explicit language and graphics and is not 
intended for children. Parental discretion strongly advised.




