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by John Brdecka 

Head of Print Collection Management

My role at Northwestern Uni-

versity Libraries is to manage 

our use of space. And that 

means much more than where 

we put our books. 

Space is a complicated 

issue for us because a library 

is always changing. The con-

tents of its shelves are never 

static, and its spaces are put to 

new and different purposes all 

the time. When we’re doing 

our jobs right, we are learning 

all we can about faculty and 

student needs and then adjust-

ing our services—and our 

spaces—accordingly.

For example, our  

world-renowned Melville J.  

Herskovits Library of African 

Studies grew so steadily over 

the years that eventually it 

could not be contained in one 

place; it had to be divided among the towers of Univer-

sity Library, from the fifth floor to the basement. In 2016 

we shifted parts of the general collection—hundreds  

of thousands of volumes—to consolidate the bulk of  

Herskovits materials in one large area.

As you’ll see on page 2, we recently did the same  

for the Government and Geographic Information Collec-

tion. Its shelves and map drawers were scattered among 

multiple buildings but are now contained in a central 

University Library location.

We couldn’t have done  

any of this without the Oak 

Grove Library Center, which 

opened in 2011 in Waukegan, 

Illinois. The 19,000-square-

foot climate-controlled, high- 

density facility gives the 

Libraries the flexibility to 

move and store materials in 

response to constant change. 

When Mudd Library under-

went renovations in 2017, for 

instance, OGLC made it pos-

sible to relocate three floors  

of books in a short time.  

The facility is also used to 

store items that circulate 

infrequently, giving us more 

options for the library spaces 

on campus. 

Over many years, we have 

transformed static areas of  

the library into dynamic 

spaces that accommodate collaborative study, research 

consulting, and other services supporting the way  

21st-century scholars work. Much of modern academic 

life centers on interdisciplinary research, and we’ve 

responded to facilitate that in our buildings. 

We have an extensive array of spaces—both on and 

off campus—and it’s my honor to help make sure each 

square foot is providing Northwestern with the maxi-

mum value.

Maximizing service by managing space
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N EWS

Government collection  
move improves access 
After two years of planning, five 

months of construction, and four 

weeks of moving, the Government 

and Geographic Information Collec-

tion at University Libraries was 

relocated from its longtime space  

on the first level of Deering Library 

to its new home, B190 on the base-

ment level of University Library.

The move greatly enhances 

access to the collection, which 

includes materials produced by the 

US government, the state of Illinois, 

the city of Chicago, and several 

international intergovernmental 

agencies. The new location allows 

consolidation of maps, atlases, post-

ers, microfiche, and other materials 

previously shelved across multiple 

locations.

Poetry book racks up  
more awards
Patricia Smith’s poetry volume 

Incendiary Art, published by North-

western University Press in 2017, 

was named a finalist for the 2018 

Pulitzer Prize in Poetry. Noting 

Smith’s “sophistication and savvy 

linguistic play,” the Pulitzer com-

mittee called the book “a searing 

portrait of the violence exacted 

against the bodies of African Ameri-

can men in America and the grief of 

the women who mourn them.”

Incendiary Art has garnered  

a record number of awards for a  

University Press book, including  

the NAACP Image Award for Out-

standing Literary Work (Poetry),  

the Black Caucus of the American 

Library Association’s Best Poetry 

Award, the Abel Meeropol Social 

Justice Writing Award (named for 

the composer of the Billie Holiday 

tune “Strange Fruit”), and the 

$100,000 Kingsley Tufts Poetry 

Award. 

MacAyeal

Kaplan fellowships explore 
poetry, experimental music
Digital scholarship librarian John 

Honn has completed his year as the 

Libraries’ faculty fellow with the 

Alice Kaplan Institute for the 

Humanities. His research project 

“See How Tall a Shadow You Can 

Make” explores the life of Ross D. 

Brown, an early 20th-century Afri-

can American socialist, activist, and 

inventor. Few records of Brown sur-

vive, and he left no archive. Honn’s 

research attempts to fill in some of 

the gaps about this eclectic thinker.

Music librarian Greg MacAyeal 

holds the fellowship for the 2018–19 

academic year. He is pursuing 

research on composers John Cage 

and Glenn Branca (both of whose 

archives are housed in the Music 

Library) and the 1982 New Music 

America Festival.

Honn
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Library acquires essential 
avant-garde archive 
A preeminent photographer of  

the 1960s avant-garde scene, Peter 

Moore documented many major  

theater, music, and dance perfor-

mances, including happenings by 

Fluxus movement artists and cellist 

Charlotte Moorman. The acquisition 

of his photographic archive, com-

prising thousands of negatives,  

contact sheets, and color slides,  

augments the Charles Deering 

McCormick Library of Special Col-

lections’s existing strengths in the 

1960s art scene. 

The archive is being transferred 

to Northwestern over a four-year 

period and will be accessible to the 

public after processing is complete.

Law professor donates rare  
notes on Mandela meeting
Juliet S. Sorensen, associate professor  

in the Pritzker School of Law, donated  

a rare document to the Melville J.  

Herskovits Library of African Studies. 

Typed by her father in 1994, the docu-

ment recounts three days spent in the 

company of Nelson Mandela, who was 

soon to become South Africa’s president. 

Ted Sorensen, a lawyer and former 

adviser to President John F. Kennedy,  

had spearheaded creation of the South 

Africa Free Elections Fund to promote 

democratic elections in the country. 

The eight-page document recounts the two men’s meetings and conver-

sations, providing rare glimpses of Mandela, the African National Congress 

leaders they discussed, and life in South Africa. Juliet Sorensen donated her 

father’s document on July 18, the 100th anniversary of Mandela’s birth.
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In the wood-paneled grandeur of the 

Joseph Spear Beck Angling Room, gradu-

ate student worker Joyy Norris ’18 MFA 

removed a slightly wrinkled piece of 

paper from a folder and passed it gingerly 

to conservator Tonia Grafakos. 

“A small tear in the upper left corner,” 

Norris announced, and Grafakos drew  

the paper closer for inspection.

A group of library specialists, includ-

ing McCormick Library curator Scott 

Krafft, sat in silence as Grafakos, the 

Marie A. Quinlan Director of Preserva-

tion, held her gaze on the tear for 5  

seconds. Then 10. Then 15.

“The tension is mounting,” Krafft 

joked at last, and the attendees laughed.

Unruffled, Grafakos pronounced her 

judgment: “OK, we’ll fix it.”

Not every torn paper in the Libraries 

warrants such intense consideration. But 

this august gathering in the Beck Room 

It takes a village of  
librarians to preserve the 
iconic Berkeley festival

SURVIVAL  
OF A FOLK 
REVIVAL
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was dedicated to the single biggest digitiza-

tion project ever undertaken by Northwestern 

Libraries—the archives of the Berkeley Folk 

Music Festival—and the key team members 

were taking nothing for granted. After all,  

this was a legendary segment of American 

cultural history. 

Last year the Libraries received a 

$297,000 grant from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities to digitize the festival 

archive, acquired by the Charles Deering 

McCormick Library of Special Collections in 

1974. The NEH’s Humanities Collections and 

Reference Resources implementation grant 

will allow this hallmark festival’s files to be 

fully searchable online, making it possible for 

scholars across the humanities—regardless  

of their proximity to Evanston—to explore 

aspects of race, class, gender, and politics as 

expressed in festival performances. 

The festival ran from 1957 to 1970 in 

Berkeley, California, an epicenter of the mid-

20th century’s folk music revival. The archive 

comprises more than 70,000 items, including 

photographs, posters, recordings, and copious 

business records centered on a festival that 

hosted more than 200 folk musicians, includ-

ing Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, and Howlin’ Wolf. 

(Those business records provide a thorough 

look at the operations of a major festival, 

down to a receipt for three doughnuts. Total: 

50 cents.)

Joyy Norris ’18 MFA (left) and Special Collections library assistant Kolter Campbell ’03, ’11 MA, 

’14 PhD comb through the archive, identifying items that need special conservation.
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With that kind of size and 

scope, the festival project requires 

dozens of team members from 

across the Libraries. “It isn’t enough 

to simply run every document 

through a scanner,” said Nicole 

Finzer, digital curation librarian 

and project manager. “There are 

steps well before and after that we 

have to address. It’s an enormous 

process.”

It begins with team members 

like Norris examining folder after 

folder of items, tracking them in 

spreadsheets and identifying those 

that need special handling before 

scanning. Then Grafakos can begin 

to determine what needs repair.  

As a relatively modern collection, 

the festival archive was already in 

what Grafakos considers good con-

dition; even so, everyday imperfec-

tions like brittle paper, tears, folds, 

and yellowed, decaying tape can 

complicate the digitization process. 

“Every item needs to be 

assessed so we can get the best 

image,” said Finzer. “What warrants 

further treatment? What special 

considerations govern our handling 

of this item or that?”

Many posters in the archive, for 

example, were folded or rolled and 

had to be humidified and flattened 

before being scanned. The pages of 

some letters, with their accompany-

ing envelopes, had once been help-

fully stapled together, but the 

staples obscured material that 

needed to be scanned. Conservators 

had to remove staples and repair 

precarious tears to make the papers 

safe for handling.

“It’s always a discussion about 

how far we’re going to go,” said 

Tonia Grafakos, the Marie A. Quinlan Director of Preservation, 

prepares an original handbill for digitization.
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Grafakos. “Not everything needs to 

be repaired. If items can be safely 

digitized, we may not need to get 

involved.”

A project of this size requires 

outsourcing a large volume of mate-

rials to a third-party vendor for 

scanning. But some large and hard-

to-ship materials were digitized in 

the Libraries’ repository and digital 

curation department, using leading-

edge scanners designed for preserv-

ing the world’s cultural heritage. 

With colors calibrated to Library  

of Congress standards, these scan-

ners provide high-resolution files so 

accurate that the digital version can 

be considered a surrogate for the 

physical object.

All documents must be scanned 

on the front (“recto”) and the back 

(“verso”), effectively doubling the 

number of scans to be performed. 

Preserving both sides means that a 

scholar studying a photo of a 

particular performance, for exam-

ple, can flip it over to see if festival 

management stamped a date or 

wrote notes on the reverse. 

For scholars around the world, 

of course, these digital files can be 

reviewed without fear of damage to 

the originals. But high-resolution 

images are useless if they lack con-

text or can’t be easily found, which 

is where traditional librarianship 

comes in. The NEH grant provided 

for the hiring of two metadata spe-

cialists to research, identify, and 

describe each digital object. Meta-

data is what allows a scholar to  

conduct a faceted search for infor-

mation about, say, Dr. Humbead’s 

New Tranquility String Band and 

Medicine Show (a bluegrass ensem-

ble at the festival) or to dig deeper to 

discover related documents, sub-

jects, formats, and artists. (Faceted 

searches help users filter extensive 

results by applying specific criteria, 

something possible only through 

metadata.)

Digitization of all materials will 

be complete by early 2019, followed 

by another year of metadata work 

and the final “ingestion”—a vivid 

information-science term for the 

software process that ensures the 

public can find and view these items 

for years to come. In this case, that 

ends with uploading the archive to 

the Libraries’ media repository for 

long-term storage. The grant also 

provides for a digital exhibition 

showcasing the collection once the 

work is concluded.

“This is the biggest digitization 

project we’ve ever undertaken,” said 

Finzer. “But we know the value to 

the research community is going to 

be just as big.” ■

To read more about  
the festival items  
seen here, visit  
libraries.nu/BFMF.
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From a facsimile of Codex Tro-Cortesianus 
(ADEVA, 1967), a pre-Columbian Maya almanac 
and astrological manual. Charles Deering 
McCormick Library of Special Collections.
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HERE TO HELP:  
EXAM RELIEF

Once University and Mudd Libraries open their 

doors on the Monday morning before finals 

week, they don’t close them until all final 

exams are over, almost two weeks later. The all-hours 

library access gives students a quiet place to focus or a 

comfortable, collaborative space to gather—whenever 

they need either.

The librarians of the academic engagement depart-

ment take deliberate steps not just to support these  

students in their exam preparation but also to improve 

their sense of well-being. A host of activities in the 

Libraries allow students to blow off steam, take a  

mental break, or just forget about academic pressures 

for a moment.

“We are about serving the whole student, not just 

their academic needs,” said librarian Chris Davidson, 

who leads the exam relief efforts. “Even though wellness 

is emphasized on this campus, it is difficult for some 

students to make time for self-care.”

During exams, it’s common to see small groups  

of students in public spaces huddled around a giant 

monitor to play the Nintendo racing game Mario Kart, or 

sitting at tables working away at 1,000-piece jigsaw puz-

zles. Librarians set out poster-size coloring-book pages 

with sets of colored pencils; during exam season, collab-

orative artistic works are created that are both beautiful 

and bizarre (see page 12). Free postcards allow students 

to contact loved ones the old-fashioned way—with free 

postage to boot.

Then there are the outreach efforts that more 

directly address student health. Every quarter, Davidson 

schedules a visit from a team of therapy dogs, who draw 

a long line of students eager to lose themselves in a few 

minutes of canine cuddling. Licensed massage thera-

pists provide five-minute massages. 

Perhaps the most impactful outreach is the after-

midnight “Magical Snack Trolley of Happiness,” a fix-

ture for late-night library regulars. Davidson regularly 

pilots a coffee cart around University Library towers in 

the wee hours, doling out caffeinated boosts, healthy 

snacks, and words of encouragement. Many students 

look forward to seeing him year after year.
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In December 2014, Emily Roney ’18 was in her first 

quarter as a chemical engineering major on a premed 

track. Ensconced in the library late at night, she was 

feeling a rising sense of panic. Then the trolley rolled  

up. All Davidson did was ask how she was faring.

“Just by talking for a few minutes, he made it feel 

like this wasn’t the worst thing,” she said. “He was just  

a friendly face to remind you there’s a light ahead, that 

everyone’s in the same boat.”

Roney graduated this year, but she still credits that 

moment of respite as critical to her eventual success at 

Northwestern. “It mattered to have someone show up  

in the middle of all that who was trying to help my life,” 

she said. “Everybody looks forward to him and that 

cart.” Plus, she added, for some students the cart’s 

apples and granola bars might be the healthiest thing 

they eat all day.

“I tell students that sleep is the most underrated 

part of finals,” Davidson said. “But some of them are 

going to be here until 8 a.m. no matter what. We’re look-

ing out for them.”

Davidson keeps a tally of librarians’ one-on-one 

interactions during exam season, from handing out  

popcorn to a personal conversation. Each quarter’s tally 

regularly numbers in the thousands, proving that the 

library is providing vital services beyond research and 

reading material.

“These students are here working hard in the 

library,” he said, “so we should make sure we’re taking 

care of them.” ■ 

“He was just a friendly face to remind you 
there’s a light ahead, that everyone’s in 
the same boat.” – Emily Roney ’18
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Northwestern University Libraries appre-

ciate the generosity of our donors during 

the period from September 1, 2017, to 

August 31, 2018. This report reflects giving 

from this time period.

Please send any corrections to Jennifer 

Mullman, Director of Development, Librar-

ies, Press, and University Archives, North-

western University, 1201 Davis Street, 

Evanston, Illinois 60208-4410; phone 847-

467-7278; jmullman@northwestern.edu.

Thank you for your support of the  

University and the Libraries.

The Deering Society
The Deering Society is an 

annual giving society for 

Northwestern University 

Libraries. Recognizing 

gifts of $1,000 or more to 

any area of the Libraries, 

the society takes its name 

from the family whose 

philanthropy established 

the Charles Deering 

Memorial Library at 

Northwestern. 
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Poster colored by Northwestern students at the Libraries (see page 10).
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Brookby

Beverly Louise Brown

Don P. Brown

Karen E. Brown

L. Edward Bryant Jr.

John S. Burcher

Barbara Wolf Burton

M. Ann Barron Carneal

Joy A. Creamer

Robert A. Creamer

Barbara Varsik Deboer

Barry Deboer

Ronald W. Drozd

Hillary Banta Ebach

Matthew B. Ebach

Elisabeth L. 

Flynn-Chapman

Dorothy E. Gemberling

David L. Goldbloom

Marc Gosse

Robert W. Grumbine

Jesse L. Hennum

Marla I. Hewitt

Paul B. Hewitt

John H. Humphreys

Judy Kinderski 

Humphreys

Kathryn D. Ingraham

James C. Jacobson

Debra Jenny

Donald B. Jenny

Shiaoting Jing

Doris J. Johnson

Roni Kaluza

Herbert M. Kanter

Kathleen A. Kanter

Charles L. Katzenmeyer

James E. Kilponen

Christopher C. Kuni

Ellen M. Kuni

Ian Latchford

Karen Latchford

Haedeun Lee

Bill Lu

Janice Rosen Lurie

Pamela A. Marentette

Al Markovitz

Pamela Penner 

Markovitz

Elizabeth Sehn 

McEnaney

John P. McEnaney

Philip Vance McGuire

Barbara Metter

Joel Metter

Kaye M. Miller

Susan Milligan

Christine Dostal Munro

Cassandra Leigh Muoio

Diana Olencki

Mark Olencki

Frances Freeman Paden

William D. Paden

Charles Remsberg

Joan Ruth Resnick

John Riley

Judith Hartman Riley

David M. Roe

Donald E. Rome

Brian D. Ruben

Danielle Zinn Ruben

Beth Pierpont Schober

Franz Schober

Shirley C. Shriver

Mark S. Stevens

Patricia Balton Stratton

Douglas B. Tamkin

Linda Kleinberg 

Tamkin

Jane Urban Taylor

Hilary Jachet Tyor

Peter Tyor

Christine J. Urata

Robert L. Urata

Vicente Berrocal 

Uribeechevarria

Randale R. Valenti

Darcie Smith Wadycki

Hsing Huei Wang

Barbara Brauer Werner

Edward Rouse 

Winstead

Roycealee Johnson 

Wood

Stephanie D. Yancey

Julian A. Yochum

Stacy Dean Yochum

$250–$499

Nancy A. Abshire

Keith E. Alexander

Dorothy Julianne 

Anderson-Metzel

Deborah B. Barber

Franklin H. Barnwell

John Batchelder

Philip F. Beach

Christina Sammann 

Binder

John F. Binder

Michael W. Blaszak

Eric K. Blau

Brian K. Boots

Lisa Arnaiz Boots

Carol A. Boswell

Diane Joslyn Cass

Dawn Chorvat

Timothy J. Chorvat

S. Hollis Clayson

Russell A. Clemings

Marilyn A. Collins

Kate Anne Cysewski

Michael G. Ehrie Jr.

Elizabeth Oppen Eshoo
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Mark W. Eshoo

Betsy Felser

Patricia Leeds Fink

Ellen Michalove Frankle

Kenneth K. Fujii

Susan Glatt

Edwin G. Goldstein

Fran Isaacs Goldstein

Michelle Gooze-Miller

Pamela Garry Grady

William R. Grady

Marc F. Greenberg

Inette Shubert Gross

Michael Gross

Gary Robert Guritz

Jean L. Guritz

Daniel P. Harmon

Linda L. Hodge

Roger P. Hull

Joseph H. Ingram

Majed Jandali

Reem Jandali

William F. Jelin

Karen F. Kartun

Margaret H. Kettlitz

Jay F. Kimball

Steven R. Kleinedler

Violeta J. Komotos

Christine A. Lauber

Michele Mathews Leber

Theodore T. Leber

Jane Zwicky Lillie

Angela Limburg

Richard P. Limburg

David Loebel

Lisa S. Lun

Beatrice Lusk Maguire

Priscilla Clark Martin

Joanne E. McGowan

Alec Paterson 

McKechnie

Kyle Andrew McKechnie

Joan Brooks McLane

John R. McLane

Truman T. Metzel Jr.

Gary K. Milligan

Susan J. Milligan

James David Moore

Kimberly Moy

George J. Myrick

Michael W. O’Hern

Carolyn R. Oehler

Cynthia Scott Ofer

Donald S. Olexa Jr.

Theodore Pappas

Jeffry J. Patzke

Pamela M. Patzke

Jean Rae Peters

Elizabeth Anne Powell

Paulette Roeske Reid

Robert L. Reid

David P. Remy

Terri Remy

David L. Revsine

Susan Luebbers Rice

Elizabeth A. Robinson

Steven M. Rock

Lori M. Russo

Caroline Kinne Salles

Ronald Shiell

Lisa Shifrin

Barry Shpizner

Deborah Anne Siegele

Michael D. Stewart

Mark Sullivan

Terri Sullivan

D’Andrea Alexander 

Sykes

Andrew Charles 

Thompson

Mary Katherine 

Thompson

Frans I. Van Rossum

Eric H. Wachtel

Carole Herzog Walton

Linda Zaremski 

Weisfeldt

Myron L. Weisfeldt

Peter P. Wendt

Lawrence J. Wolff

David H. Zarefsky

$100–$249

Michael T. Abbene Jr.

Trish Maloney Abbene

Constance W. Aichele

George Aichele Jr.

Donald R. Allen

Ellen F. Allen

Kathryn Ingram Allen

W. Bruce Allen

Albert Louis Allred

John M. Alongi

Keith V. Alsaker

Amanda Anderson

Anthony R. Arellano

John P. Athanasourelis

Scott L. Atkinson

Rita C. Bailey

Robert Bailey Jr.

Brenda J. Baker

Marjorie Karasik Baker

Stu L. Baker

Luppy Soria Barbour

Michael G. Barbour

Carol Vandermeer 

Bechtel

Brad Beechen

Mary Brine Beechen

Janice Bogen

Carole J. Borggren

Penelope H. Boukidis

Ellen Bowman

Betty Boyd

William J. Boyd

Kent E. Bracken

Nancy J. Brennan

Mary Jane Lee Bridges

Peter S. Bridges

Helen Brooks-Druva

Diane Gillfillan Brown

Field Stuart Brussel

Barbara Jane Bucknall

William Trevor Burns

Corrin Campbell

John A. Campbell

Katherine Foss 

Campbell

Norman W. Carlson

Susan Slagell Carlson

Florence Carroll

Katherine E. Chaddock

Henry E. Charles

Carol Jean Chatterton

Robert Treat  

Chatterton Jr.

Samina 

Chaudhry-Khan

Lydia Thomas Chester

Thomas C. Chester Sr.

Norma Schneider 

Church

Erin O’Neill Clark

Matthew W. Clark

Albert C. Claus

Louise Orcutt Cleveland

William P. Cleveland Jr.

Leslie C. Cohn

Brian Coley

Elizabeth Coley

Winifred Conkling

John E. Connolly

Virginia Hartman 

Connolly

Sybilla Avery Cook

Jane Ellen Courten

Constance Sue Cowley

Darse E. Crandall

Ruth Ann Rakow 

Crandall

Donna G. Craven

Gary Mark Crosbie

Patricia Sorrells Crosbie

John Moore Crossey

William H. Cushman

Andreas Marios 

Damianides

Barbara I. Dewey

William J. Dewey

Ruthanne Sobota 

DeWolfe

Robert W. Dibert

Daniel J. Diem

Lawrence G. Donovan Jr.

Mary M. Donovan

Helen Louise Dorn

James D. Dorn

Leo R. Doumanian

Harriet Hasty Downing

Leia E. Droll

John W. Duffield

Marceline Gray Duffill

Charles E. Dujon

David L. Duval

Gini Tingley Duval

C. Stuart Edwards

Mary R. Engdahl

Allison M. Engel

Patricia Ensworth

Mary M. Ettel

Beverly Evko

James Faber

Douglas W. Fitzgerald

Rita Fong

Roger Fong

Gary A. Freiburger

Baruch Frydman-Kohl

Reginald Gibbons

J. Rod Gimbel

Steven D. Gish

Emmanuel 

Gnanapragasam

Nirmala 

Gnanapragasam

Lindsay Alyse Goldberg

Andrew C. Gordon

Margaret Johnson 

Gordon

William H. Grady Jr.

Karen L. Granda

Beverly Kahn Gray

Evan Thomas Gray

James W. Grebe

Sheldon Greenbaum

Barbara Bolas 

Greenberg

Eric D. Gretch

Michael J. Grillot

Theresa Gross-Diaz

Kevin Guo

Dave S. Gupta

Adrienne N. Guyer

Karl E. Gwiasda

Kerin Hagan

Mariam Hakim-Zargar

Marianne T. Hanley

Brian T. Hare

Joshua Harriman

Kimberly Hamill 

Harriman
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Margaret Hegel

Robert L. Hegel

Nancy Sorrels Heggem

Stephen V. Heller

Eric J. Herman

Karen Baron Herman

Stephen P. Herr

Wallace Allen Hettle

Barbara M. Heuer

Michael A. Heuer

Leslie Robert Hickman

Michael Higgins

Frank P. Hilliard

John A. Hirsch

Wendy A. Hirsch

Valerie 

Hoffman-Hatcher

Sharon Leigh 

Hoisington

William A.  

Hoisington Jr.

Dorothy Strasburger 

Holmes

John N. Hoover

Deborah G. Horwitz

Emily Africano Hotz

Sheila Silverstein Intner

Barbara S. Isaacs

Julie Ann Israel

Valerie Y. Ito

Deedee Rodolitz 

Jacobsohn

Joan Marie Johnson

Anne Elizabeth Kaduk

Gail Barbara Karet

Susan Karp

Elizabeth A. Kaspar

Ranon Gedalia Katzoff

Christopher J. Keating

Thomas L. Kemper

James M. Kempf

Tomoko Nakamori 

Kempf

Pamela Kempin

Fred J. Kepler

Helen Stewart Kepler

Richard I. Kermode

Carol Gaston Kerr

Thomas R. Kettler

Colleen Quinn Kilduff

Jinju Kim

James Rogers King

Emily B. Kirby

Eugene C. Kirchherr

Florence Ott 

Kirschbaum

Frederick O. Kist

Jay Flood Kist

Madalyn A. Klenske

Ronald R. Knakmuhs

Ursulla G. Knakmuhs

Giuseppina Koscica

John Koscica

Arnold H. Kranz

Mary Brokvist Kranz

Judith Pool Krasnoff

James P. Kratz

Evelyn Sholtes 

Kritchevsky

Ann Goldenberg Krone

David E. Kullman

Beth Kupper-Herr

Marian H. Kurz

Robert H. Kurz

Kyungjin Kwon

Terri Lackey

Sarah E. Landeryou

Thomas Lanyi

John I. Laudermilk

Georgia L. Leese

John W. Leese Jr.

Stephanie Lynn 

Leetham

Michael F. Leidemann

Raymond J. Lenart

Arden B. Levy

Jean Hoffmann Lewis

Kenneth Bradley Lewis

Paul B. Lewis

Sheri Brown Lewis

Bonnie Perlman 

Lindstrom

Donald Lindstrom

Rebecca Lipton

Ronald Jacob Lipton

Carol A. Lockwood

Clareissa Renee Lopez

Colin Huston Loveness

John P. Lowe

Nancy Meyer Lowe

Roger Lueck-Mammen

Rosalyn Lee 

Lueck-Mammen

David E. Lurie

Ellen Lupovich 

Maddock

Mark K. Mandell-Brown

Jati Leonard 

Mangunsong

Helen Kriz Marshall

Aurora Faye Martinez

Alissa LaSovage 

Marwaha

Andrew R. Marwaha

David C. May

Michael J. McAvoy

Thomas A. McCown

Nancy A. McDaniel

Michael D. McDonnell

Emmit J. McHenry

Jim W. McMasters

Della E. McMillan

Stephen J. McMullen

Lois Meisterheim

Matthew Meisterheim

Peggy Hausse Metzner

Joel J. Mintzes

Susan Solomon Mintzes

Harry G. Modeas Jr.

Teresa Modeas

Jean Moe-Cathro

Gerardo H. Molina

Paul E. Morris

Sharon Fuelleman 

Morris

Gary Morse

Sheila J. Moy

Edward Adam Mueller

Patricia E. Munoz

Angela Kumi Murakami

Lenore Cecelia Murphy

Elizabeth Schlecht 

Murrill

Stephen R. Murrill

Carol Buege Nantkes

Thomas W. Nawara

M. Clare Newman

Courtney Gardner 

Newmark

David M. Newmark

Paul A. Nierman

Nanette M. Norton

Paul S. Nourbash

Carolyn Hage 

Nunemaker

Emmanuel M. K. 

Nyadroh

Marguerite G. Nye

Philip H. Nye Jr.

Ryoichi Oyasu

Sumiko Oyasu

Richard Pagni

Anna Hochkammer 

Paredes

Nicholas M. Paredes

Betty Derengowski Park

Denise I. Patterson

Catherine Nassif 

Payvandi

Mohammed Payvandi

Elizabeth Fichtner 

Pector

Scott W. Pector

Steven P. Perrin

Barbara Gibson Peters

James A. Petrequin Jr.

Edith Van Tuyle Phelan

Richard A. Phelan

Leslie Pietrzyk

Rhea C. Pimentel

William Pizzi

Susan Smith Pogue

Alexandria Poon

Philip J. Poon

Khosro Pourkavoos

Mary Lucas Powell

John P. Preece

Michael J. Pretes

James H. Pyle III

Jiahe Qian

Joan Kliphardt Quinn

Maunak Rana

Rapeepat Ratasuk

Jeanne Blume Reckitt

Carelyn Yerkes 

Reeburgh

William S. Reeburgh

Philip C. Reese

Felicite Hill Regan

John E. Regan

Songkao Ren

Elizabeth Heath Rhan

Douglas Leigh Rhodes

Donna Davidson Rich

Agnes A. Roach

Alan G. Roeckel

John C. Romans

Craig Allen Rosenberg

Suzanne Rosenberg

Robert Rosenwald

James L. Ruff

Grace Wood Ruth

Stephen Ryan

Michael J. Ryder

Emily Anne Ryles

Elizabeth Kelsey 

Santoro

Maria Santoro

Michael Santoro

Nomare Shakib Sattar

David A. Sauer

Marc L. Schechter

Chrisann Schiro-Geist

David J. Schlagheck

G. Stephen Scholly

R. Ellen Scholly

Robert S. Schubert

Diane Schuster

Mark Schuster

Emily Fahsl Schwulst

Steven J. Schwulst

Andrew Seter

Cheryl Magee Seter

David Benjamin 

Shapiro

Richard Winslow  

Sharp III

Michael Shepard

James C. Shields

Robert A. Siddens
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Caryl Klein Sills

Charles Sills

Tanita Sirivedhin

Craig A. Sirles

Jim E. Slingo

James Sloan

Carl S. Smith

Jane S. Smith

John W. Smith

Therese Smith

Sara J. Sonet

Donald A. Soucek

Gerald R. Southern

Harold Spinka

Susan Harper Spring

Elizabeth Slothower 

Stegeman

John J. Stegeman

Nancy Hawlick Stein

David S. Steinau

Erika L. Steininger

Kathryn Lyon Stern

Ardith E. Stewardson

Jerry L. Stewardson

Frances B. Stone

Kammer Douglass 

Strachan

Dollie Suzanne Street

Ellen Whitney 

Stukenberg

Mark A. Sturino

David N. Swers

Jenifer Bell Swers

Richard B. Sypher

Mark D. Taber

Grace Teborek

Gregg S. Ten Eyck

Barbara Carson Thayer

Craig B. Thayer

Elmer H. Thogersen

Donald H. Tritschler

Janice Tsai

Jane E. Tufts

Patti L. Tuttle

Edward R. Uehling

Sarah Maraniss Vander 

Schaaff

Henry C. Vander Voort

Sharon K. Vander Voort

Lynn Mullin Varndell

John Thomas Vaughey

Robert W. Venables

Victor E. Vogel

Todd A. Wadhams

Jeanette Sarkisian 

Wagner

Susan Leavitt Walling

Lisa A. Walrath

Linda Carlson Walton

Michael W. Walton

Ying Wang

Gordon H. Wanninger

Nancy L. Wayne

Carolyn Beach Welcome

Michael W. Welcome

Amy Crandall 

Whitworth

Frank Dixon  

Whitworth III

Steven J. Wickliffe

Elaine Katherine 

Williams

Martin L. Wine

Carolyn Sperry Witters

Gerry Van Wittkamper

Sharon Wolford 

Wotovich

Paul J. Wotowic

Robert O. Wyatt II

Robert A. Wynbrandt

Yuting Yang

Andrew I. Yeo

Wren York

Paul Yuckman

Richard A. Zellmer

Sharon Ditmars Zellmer

Carol Adler Zsolnay

Gabor M. Zsolnay

Matching Gifts
Aetna Foundation Inc.

America’s Charities

American Online Giving 

Foundation Inc.

Bank of America 

Foundation

Boston Scientific 

Corporation

Causecast Foundation

The Elizabeth F. Cheney 

Foundation

Deloitte Foundation

DonateWell General 

Fund

Ernst & Young 

Foundation

Exxon Mobil 

Foundation

General Electric Fund

Goldman Sachs Group 

Inc.

IBM International 

Foundation

Johnson & Johnson 

Family of Companies

Northwestern Mutual 

Foundation

Pfizer Foundation

PG & E Corporation 

Foundation

Raytheon Company

UBS

Gifts from Foundations 
and Other Organizations
America’s Charities

American Online Giving 

Foundation Inc.

Bluebonnet Partners 

Family Trust

BNY Mellon Charitable 

Gift Fund

Carmel-Greenfield 

Charitable Trust

Causecast Foundation

The Elizabeth F. Cheney 

Foundation

The Chicago Commu-

nity Foundation

The Chicago Commu-

nity Trust

Dayton Foundation 

Depository Inc.

The Richard C. 

Devereaux 

Foundation

DonateWell General 

Fund

Fidelity Investments 

Charitable Gift Fund

Gibbet Hill Foundation

The Craig and Kathryn 

Hall Foundation

Horejsi Charitable 

Foundation Inc.

Hurckes Family Trust

Jewish Community  

Federation of San 

Francisco

Kohn and Mitchell  

Family Foundation

Chauncey and Marion 

Deering McCormick 

Foundation

Morgan Stanley Global 

Impact Funding 

Trust Inc.

Eugene E. Myers  

Charitable Trust 

Florence H. & Eugene E. 

Myers Charitable 

Trust 

Myers Testamentary 

Foundation 

Network for Good

NU Club of Greater 

Naples

The M. J. O’Brien Family 

Foundation

Schwab Charitable 

Fund

The Buddy Taub 

Foundation

Tropham Foundation 

Inc.

Truist

United Way of Rhode 

Island

Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program

Gifts from Corporations
Chicago Sun-Times Inc.

HBRA Architects

Ipsos America Inc.

Keating Research Inc.

NewsBank

Product Merchandisers 

Corp.

Gifts Made in  
Memory Of
James S. Aagaard

Nicholas A. and  

Elizabeth L. Boukidis

Jim and Nancy Deitch

Margaret Mitchell 

Hastings

Marilyn Moats Kennedy

John McGowan

Cynthia Schulz Moran

Hans E. Panofsky

McLean Stevenson

Elisabeth Dresser 

Stewart

Cecile R. Trace 

Gifts Made in Honor Of
Kelly Burklin

Carl Condit

Ted and Jill Deitch

Robert Kamman

Nancy M. Nemeth

Charles Weston Olencki

50th Wedding Anniver-

sary of Jane H. Peter-

son and Lloyd J. 

Peterson

Sarah M. Pritchard

Mark Sheldon

Glenn Sucich

Marion McKay Rastetter 

Walley
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John and Jane Ver Steeg
John Ver Steeg grew up with Northwestern Libraries  

on his mind.

He was a student at Evanston Township High 

School in the 1960s when his father, Northwestern  

history professor Clarence Ver Steeg, was chairing the 

committee that planned the construction of University 

Library. 

“I heard about it at the dinner table, I saw the mod-

els, I watched meetings about it take place at our house,” 

he said. “By osmosis, I was following Northwestern 

Libraries.”

In 2009 John joined the Libraries Board of Gover-

nors, and last spring he and his wife, Jane, received the 

2018 Deering Family Award, honoring the time and 

resources they have donated to the Libraries.

Though steeped in Northwestern tradition, John Ver 

Steeg earned his undergraduate degree at Harvard and 

his law degree at Stanford. He has spent his career as  

a founder and team member of early-stage, venture-

backed enterprises in technology and healthcare. 

So why did his philanthropy bring him back to 

Northwestern? It began with a fellowship established by 

his parents: the Dorothy Ann and Clarence L. Ver Steeg 

Distinguished Research Fellow award. Since 2006, said 

John, it has honored “professors who demonstrate a high 

proclivity for first-class scholarship.” He and Jane con-

tributed to that fellowship’s funding and have admired 

how the University has sustained it.

“Northwestern handled that gift very well and very 

responsibly,” said Ver Steeg. “The University takes seri-

ously what’s to be done with gifts.” 

The fellowship gave the Ver Steegs “an anchor” at 

Northwestern, and they decided to look further into sup-

porting a university whose academic rigor impressed 

them. In a meeting with then-provost Dan Linzer, they 

asked how Northwestern planned to strengthen “the 

reputation and reality” of its academics. The three 

agreed that a strong library system was a crucial ele-

ment of the academic ecosystem.

As a Board of Governors member, Ver Steeg was 

impressed with dean of Libraries Sarah Pritchard and 

her team. “When it came time to consider our estate 

plan,” he said, “we decided to make the Libraries one of 

our concentrations of giving.” He and Jane designated 

that their funds go to the upkeep of the Ver Steeg Fac-

ulty Lounge, to the programming held in it, and to the 

purchase of distinctive collections.

Ver Steeg said the work of the board is to act not as 

experts about the Libraries but as observers, cheerlead-

ers, and “a marketplace test of how you’re doing.”

“We might make a suggestion or two, but really 

we’re there to see if we can be persuaded by the ideas 

the Libraries put forward,” he said. “None of us is easily 

persuaded, so we bring the right perspective.”

And from Ver Steeg’s perspective, have the Libraries 

been persuasive?

“We’re very happy with Northwestern, very 

impressed,” he said. “We like the place—the University 

in general and the Libraries in particular.” ■

DONOR SPOTLIG HT
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FOOTNOTES

A royal wedding tea party 
with a serious message

The day before Megan Markle ’03 married the United King-

dom’s Prince Harry last May, local ABC, CBS, NBC, and Uni-

vision TV affiliates reported from a tea party hosted  

by the Libraries in honor of the alumna. Charla Wilson, 

Northwestern’s archivist for the black experience, mounted 

a display of more than 80 commemorative wedding items, 

while students nibbled biscuits and wrote notes to Markle.

Despite the festive air, the tea party had a serious pur-

pose, Wilson said. As the wedding approached, many had 

questioned Markle’s racial identity and whether she was 

truly black. As a mixed race woman, Markel “represents 

the need to fully encompass all that is the black experience 

at this University,” according to Wilson.

“Recently, a mixed race student approached me to ask 

that experiences such as hers not be excluded in the work  

I do,” said Wilson. “And rightly so, because the black expe-

rience is not monolithic—it’s multifaceted.” 


