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Biography

Arlene Kaplan Daniels was born on December 10" 1930 in New York, New York, the
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Rathstein) Daniels. As a child, she moved to California where
her parents retained their professions as shopkeepers. Daniels attended the University of
California at Berkeley, where she took a B.A. degree with honors in English (1952), an M.A. in
Sociology (1954) and a Ph.D. in Sociology (1960). On
June 9™, 1956, she married Richard Rene Daniels an area hospital administrator.

From 1959 to 1961 Daniels served as an instructor in the Department of Speech at
University of California. From 1966 to 1970 she held an associate professorship in sociology at
San Francisco State College. In 1974 Daniels was a visiting professor of sociology at the
University of Missouri (Columbia).

In 1975 Northwestern University invited Daniels to become the head of its new Program
on Women and a professor in the Department of Sociology. She accepted Northwestern’s offer
but chose to maintain her permanent home in California. In 1979 Daniels stepped down as the
head of the Program on Women but retained her position in the Department of Sociology. She
served as a visiting scholar at the Center for Research on Women at Stanford University in 1979-
1980 and at the Center for Women’s Studies at University of Oregon in 1986. From 1992-1994
Daniels was Director of Women’s Studies Program in Northwestern’s College of Arts and
Sciences. Upon her retirement in 1995 Northwestern named her professor emerita.

During her professional career Daniels was the principal investigator on many grants
including those from the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, and the
U.S Army Research and Development Command. In 1975 she received the Ford Foundation
Faculty Fellow Award for her research on the role of women in society. Daniels co-edited
several publications including, Academics on the Line (1970); Hearth and Home: Images of
Women in the Media (1978); Education, Straitjacket or Opportunity? (1980), Women and Work
(1982); Women and Trade Unions in Eleven Industrialized Countries (1984). In 1985 she co-
authored Working Foundations: Career Patterns of Men and Women and later, in 1992, she co-
wrote the book The Most Difficult Revolution: Women in Trade Unions. In 1988 Daniels
published Invisible Careers: Women in the Volunteer World. Daniels also wrote and published
many scholarly papers; one of which, “Careers in Feminism,” focused on the intersection
between volunteer work and feminism.

In addition to her work in academia, Daniels also held top positions in organizations
where she held membership. From 1979-1982 she was on the Board of Directors for the Legal
and Educational Defense Fund for the Women’s Equity Action League (WEAL). From 1977-81
she also served on WEAL’s National Advisory Board. Daniels was a member of the Sociologists
for Women in Society (SWS) and served as SWS president from 1974-76. In 1987 she served a
term as president of the Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP). Daniels chaired
several committees for the American Sociological Association.
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Description of the Papers

The Arlene Daniels Papers fill twenty-one boxes and span the period 1960 to 1994. The
papers are divided into seven categories: biographical materials, general and subject
correspondence, Northwestern files, speaking engagements, professional files, publications, and
research materials.

The biographical materials fit neatly into three folders. The first folder contains
newspaper clippings mostly from around the time Daniels began work at Northwestern
University relaying the news about the Program on Women and its new Director. Other clippings
relate to work areas in which she took an interest and in which she was quoted. The second
folder contains vitae from the years 1974 to 1990. The third folder contains her daily planner
from the years 1975-1976.

General and subject correspondence fills approximately six boxes and contains both
professional and personal correspondence. The files, maintained according to Daniels’ original
order, include both incoming and carbon copies of outgoing letters. General correspondence is
arranged chronologically for some years and also alphabetically by surname of correspondent for
other periods of time. A small number of subject correspondence files are arranged
alphabetically by folder headings, either the surnames of correspondents or topical headings.
Items within these folders are arranged in chronological order. Of special interest are the files
pertaining to graduate student Elizabeth Deutsch; these include Deutsch’s field notes from Laos
and Cambodia and other items relating to Asian immigrants in Chicago.

The Northwestern files pertain mostly to Daniels’ work outside of the classroom,
although one folder contains student coursework. The files fill approximately two boxes and are
arranged by topical headings in alphabetical order. Major groupings of folders may be found in
the following categories: Organization of Women Faculty (OWF), Women’s Studies, and the
William Exum Award. The OWF files contain mostly inter-office correspondence and meeting
notes and reports. The Women’s Studies folders consist of correspondence, graduate student
papers and the appointment of visiting professors. The William Exum Award was a cash award
given to the author of a paper on race issues in modern culture. Daniels’ files on the Exum
Award contain several papers from the late 1980s and correspondence between board members
on the award committee.

The speaking engagement files are arranged into approximately one box of material and
are arranged chronologically. The folders date between the years 1978 to 1993. They contain
incoming and outgoing correspondence relating to the topics on which Daniels spoke on or the
logistics of specific engagements.

The professional files fill into approximately four and one half boxes and are arranged in
alphabetical order by topical file headings. Major groupings of folders fit into four major
categories: American Sociological Association (ASA), Sociologists for Women in Society
(SWS), the Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP), and the Women’s Equity Action
League (WEAL). The ASA files contain mostly correspondence and information pertaining to
the Committee on the Status Women. The SSSP folders chronicle Daniels work with their budget
committee and the correspondence she had while she was president of the organization. The
SWS folders contain mostly correspondence but also have meeting notes and related items. The
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WEAL files contain information both on the research Daniels conducted and the offices she held
with that organization. Featured prominently are files relating to the work she did with the
WEAL Fund Committee. Other professional files concern the Rue Bucher Award, the Denezin
Handbook, the Encyclopedia of Women’s Work, the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, the
NWSA Book Award, the O.L. Life History Series, Research Grant Proposals, the Thomas
Shibutani Festschrift, and Women in the Non-Profit Sector.

Publications and projects files fill about two boxes and are arranged alphabetically by
title of publication or publication project. The files relate to the work she did on her paper
“Careers on Feminism;” correspondence for a book she co-edited, Hearth and Home: Women in
the Media; Invisible Careers; and a project she was involved with on the re-entry of older
women into private universities. Materials relating to Invisible Careers date back to the mid
1970s when Daniels received a grant to study the “Female Power Elite” and are filed under this
name. Other Invisible Careers files contain correspondence, grant proposals, research materials
and press and peer critiques on her work. There is also one folder of three draft chapters she
wrote on women volunteers. Another folder contains chapter or essays she published on
feminism and volunteer work.

The research materials contain three series of interview transcripts Daniels conducted
with academic associates in the late 1970s. The first series of interview transcripts, “Career
Patterns,” is arranged sequentially by the numbers that Daniels assigned them (1-60). These
interviews were used in the book Working in Foundations: Career Patterns of Women and Men,
which Daniels co-authored with Teresa Odendahl and Elizabeth Boris. The second series of
interviews, “Feminism Interviews,” relate to the work Daniels did with WEAL and other
feminist volunteer organizations. These anchored the findings of several papers, including
“Careers in Feminism.” The final series of interviews were conducted in the San Francisco Bay
Area and chronicle the life experiences of upper and middle class female volunteers. Information
taken from these interviews was also used by Daniels in several papers and in the book Invisible
Careers.

Provenance: Donated to the University Archives between 1980 and 1995 as accessions 80-159,
82-117, 82-175, 95-89, 95-91 and 95-107.

Restrictions: Boxes 6 through 8, containing subject correspondence and Northwestern
University files, and Boxes 16-21, containing research interview transcripts, may be used only
with permission of the University Archivist.

Separations: Approximately one linear foot of duplicate and extraneous materials was
discarded during the arrangement of this series.

Processor:  Laurie Murphy; July 12, 2006.

ADDITIONS: One folder of correspondence relating to a grant project on the Prevalence of
Rape, for the Institute of Scientific Analysis, in which Daniels was tangentially involved, was
added as Box 6, folder 16. Additional correspondence was interfiled into the appropriate folders.
Provenance: The additions were transferred to the University Archives by the Northwestern
University Library Special Collections Department as accession 06-180 on November 14, 2006.
Processor: Janet Olson, November 2006.
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Container List
Box Folder Title
BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIALS
1 1 Biographical: Clippings
2 Biographical: Vitae
3 Daily Planner

GENERAL AND SUBJECT CORRESPONDENCE
GENERAL

General

General

General

General

General

General

General

General

PP O00~NO O~

= O

General

General

General

General

General

Correspondents A-R

Correspondents S

Correspondents T

Correspondents U-Z
0 General

P OO ~NOOITS, WN PR

Correspondents A-E
Correspondents F-K
Correspondents L-R
Correspondents S-Z
General
General
General

~NoO ok WN

General
General
General
General
General
General

OOl WN P

Date

1975-1993
1974-1990
1975-76

1960-69

1970-71

1972

Feb.-April, 1973
May-July, 1973
Aug.-Oct., 1973
Nov.-Dec.,1973
Jan.-March, 1974

April-June, 1974
July-Sept.,1974
Oct.,1974
Nov.,1974
Dec.,1974
1973-75
1973-75
1973-75
1973-75
1975-76

1976-77
1976-77
1976-77
1976-77
Jan.,1977
Feb.,1977
March ,1977

April 1977
May 1977

June 1977

July 1977

Aug., 1977
Sept.-Dec.,1977
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4 7 Correspondents A-C 1979-80
8 Correspondents D-G 1979-80
9 Correspondents H-J 1979-80
10 Correspondents K-L 1979-80
11 Correspondents M, O, R 1979-80
12 Correspondents S 1979-80
13 Correspondents T-Z 1979-80
14 General 1979-80
5 1 General 1980
2 General June-Aug.,1980
3 General 1981
4 General 1982
5 General 1983
6 General 1984
7 General 1985-86
8 General 1987
9 General 1987-88
10 General 1988
11 General 1989
12 General 1990
13 General 1992
14 General 1993-94. n.d.
GENERAL AND SUBJECT CORRESPONDENCE:
SUBJECTS
6 1 Biordi, Diana 1987
2 Book Orders 1973-74
3 Erving Goffman Tribute 1983
4 Deutsch, Elizabeth: Reference Letters and Field Notes 1983
5 Deutsch, Elizabeth: Field Notes 1983
6 Jones, Susan n.d.
7 Junior League 1974-75
8 Kate, Mary 1986-87
9 Peneff, Jean 1984-86
10 Rossi, Alice S. 1970-72
11 Rossi, Alice S. 1975
12 Sandler, Bernice 1975
13 Schwartzman, Helen B. 1991
14 Sells, Lucy W. 1974-75
15 Weiss, Robert S. 1978
16 Institute for Scientific Analysis: Prevalence of Rape Project 1977-1978
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Box Folder

Title

7 1

N

coONO Ol A~ W

10
11

oo ~NO O~ w N

o

P OO ~NO OIS, WN -

NORTHWESTERN FILES
Departmental Affairs

Northwestern University: General
Organization of Women Faculty (OWF)
Organization of Women Faculty (OWF)
OWE: General

OWF: General

OWEF: Exit Surveys

OWF: Papers

OWE: Research on Tenure Track Positions

University Faculty Reappointment, Promotion, Tenure and
Dismissals Appeals Panel (UFRPTDAP)

William Exum Award and Papers

William Exum Award

William Exum Papers

William Exum Award

William Exum Award

William Exum Award

Women’s Studies

Women’s Studies: Committee on Institutional Cooperation
Women’s Studies: Curriculum Development

Women’s Studies: General

Women’s Studies: Graduate File

Women’s Studies: Visiting Professor

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Speaking Engagements

Northwestern University Club of Greater New York
Swarthmore College

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Date

1986
1983-84

1981-83
1986-87
1989-91
1989-91
1982
1990

1977

1988
1989-90

1989
1990
1991-93

1986
1990
1991
1984-85
1986

1978

1979-81
1985
1987
1989
1990
1992
1993
1991
n.d.
n.d.
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Box Folder Title
PROFESSIONAL FILES
American Sociological Association (ASA)

9 11 American Sociological Association (ASA):
Committee in the Status of Women
12 ASA: Committee on the Status of Women
13 ASA: Correspondence
10 1 ASA: General
2 ASA: General
3 ASA: Helen Hughes
4 ASA: Paper Drafts

5 Bonaventure House

6 Bucher Award

7 Bucher Award

8 Denezin Handbook: Correspondence

9 Denezin Handbook: Drafts
10 Encyclopedia of Women and Work
11 Institute for Women’s Policy and Research
12 National Women’s Studies Association Book Award
13 One of the Life History Series
11 1 Research Grant Proposals (Review)
2 Rosenblum Scholarship
3 Shibutani Festschrift
4 Society for the Study of Social Problems
5 SSSP Budget Proposals and Materials
6 SWS: General
7 SWS: General
8 Report on the Consultation by Sociologists for Women in

Society (SWS) with the Dept. of Sociology at Yale Univ.

Women’s Action Equity League (WEAL)

Women’s Action Equity League (WEAL) : Board Meeting
WEAL.: Board Meeting

WEAL.: Correspondence

WEAL.: Correspondence

WEAL.: Correspondence

WEAL.: Correspondence

WEAL.: Correspondence

12

~NoO ok W

Date

1980-81

1981
1982

1981-84
1993
1992
1981

1993-94
1985
1988-94
1991-93
1992
1991
1988
1987
1973

1986-87
1990-91
1994

1986-87
1985-88
1977-81
1983-89
1975

1979
1980
1971-74
1973
1974-76
1976
1976
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13 1 WEAL: Fund
2 WEAL.: Fund
3 WEAL.: Fund
4 WEAL: Fund Meeting
5 WEAL.: Observations
6 WEAL: San Francisco Community Leaders Interviews
7 Women in the Non-Profit Sector
PUBLICATIONS AND PROJECTS
8 Careers in Feminism
14 1 Careers in Feminism: Drafts
2 Female Power Elite: Application
3 Female Power Elite: Correspondence
4 Female Power Elite: Correspondence
5 Female Power Elite: Grant Proposal
6 Female Power Elite: Interview
7 First Drafts for Publication: Volunteerism
15 1 Hearth and Home: Images of Women in the Media
2 Invisible Careers: Critiques
3 Invisible Careers: Chicago Press
4 Invisible Careers: Essays and Correspondence
5 Invisible Careers: NSF Proposal
6 Invisible Careers: Research
16 1 Project on the Re-Entry of Women Students
2 Project on the Re-Entry of Women Students-Papers
3 Publications: Papers / Chapters
RESEARCH MATERIALS
4 Career Patterns: 1-4
5 Career Patterns: 5-8
6 Career Patterns: 9-12
7 Career Patterns: 13-17
17 1 Career Patterns: 18-26
2 Career Patterns: 27-32
3 Career Patterns: 33-36

Date
1978-79
1980
1980
1980
1972-73
1975

1988-91

1991
1988

1975
1972-76
1977-80
1975
1975

1974

1975-79
1985
1987
1982-86
1984
n.d.

1979-80
1979
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
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17 4 Career Patterns: 37-41 n.d.
5 Career Patterns: 42-45 n.d.
6 Career Patterns: 46-51 n.d.
7 Career Patterns: 52-55 n.d.
8 Career Patterns: 56-60 n.d.
18 1 Feminism Interviews: List and Template 1976
2 Feminism Interviews and Observations 1976
3 Feminism Interviews 1974-6
4 Feminism Interviews Feb.-March, 1976
5 Feminism Interviews March-April, 1976
6 Feminism Interviews June-July, 1976
7 Feminism Interviews: WEAL 1973-74
19 1 Feminism Interviews: WEAL Jan.,1974
2 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (1-13) n.d.
3 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (14-26) n.d.
4 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (27-41) n.d.
5 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (42-50) n.d.
6 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (51-62) n.d.
7 Feminism Interviews: Final Organization (63-69) n.d.
8 Feminism Data n.d.
9 Feminism Data: Accomplishments n.d.
10 Feminism Data: Career Patterns n.d.
20 1 Feminism Data: Conservative/Liberal Ideology n.d.
2 Feminism Data: Involvement in Feminism n.d.
3 Feminism Data: Networking n.d.
4 Feminism Data: Optimism re: Women’s Movement n.d.
5 Feminism Data: Place of Volunteerism n.d.
6 Feminism Data: Problems n.d.
7 Feminism Data: Similarities/Differences n.d.
8 Feminism Data: Strategies n.d.
9 Feminism Data: Training n.d.
10 Volunteer Study: Clippings 1975
11 Volunteer Study: Data Sheets 1974-77
12 Volunteer Interviews 1972-73
13 Volunteer Interviews July-Dec.,1973
14 Volunteer Interviews 1974
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21 1 Volunteer Interviews May-June, 1976
2 Volunteer Interviews June-July, 1976
3 Volunteer Interviews: Notes and Status Conferring 1972
4 Volunteer Interviews: Status Conferring 1973
5 Volunteer Interviews: Status Conferring 1974
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