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History

The Northwestern University Settlement Association was founded in 1891 by a group of
administrators and faculty from Northwestern University in order to provide social services,
educational programs, referrals, and emergency relief to a poor immigrant neighborhood on
Chicago’ s near northwest side. In 1901, after three moves, the Settlement was established in the
building at 1400 West Augusta where it continues to operate as a community center.

Early Settlement activities centered around acculturating the largely immigrant population
of the 16th Ward and included a picture loan service, a small library, and dance and music
classes. Shortly after its founding, though, the Settlement began to offer additional eleemosynary
services relating to public health and hygiene. During the Great Depression, the Settlement
suspended many of its regular programs in order to dispense food, fuel, clothing and medicine to
needy families. During World War 11, the Settlement became a draft registration center and
played an active role in various home front activities. In the 1950s and 1960s the Settlement
greatly expanded its network to civic, service, social, fraternal, vertran and church organizations
and offered many more citizenship and English classes. In the early 1980's, a project to establish
an online database for the Settlement program records was initiated. Prior to that time, all
program records had been handwritten on index cards and filed in thousands of family files.

For additional historical background on the Settlement, see the historical summary which
forms a part of the descriptive inventory for Series 41/1, the General Administrative Records.
See dso theinformal history prepared for the Settlement’ s centennial, The Worn Door step, by
Mark Wukas (Chicago: Northwestern University Settlement Association, 1991).

The Northwestern Univer sity Settlement Association Records

Therecords' original arrangement, in alphabetical order by subject, was retained, but
several large, coherent categories were separated from the General Administrative Files,
organized separately, and assigned their own series numbers.

Series Title Dates Volume
41/1 Genera Administrative Files 1891-1995 73 boxes
41/2 CaseFiles 1908-1976 79 boxes
41/3 Delinquent Boys Case Files 1929-31, 1938-9 5 boxes
41/4  Financial Records 1918-1971

Series Title Dates Volume
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41/5 Clubs and Classes Attendance

and Registration Cards 1936-1953 25 boxes
41/6  Photographs 1890-1991 8 boxes
41/7  Scrapbooks 1892-1984 20 boxes
41/8 Evanston Woman's Board 1911-1990 7 boxes
41/9 North Shore Junior Board 1937-1992 14 boxes
41/10 LenoraE. Clark Diary 1906-1910 1 box
41/11 Food Client Records 1985-1986 3 boxes

Description of the Series

The Northwestern University Settlement Case Files fill seventy-nine boxes and span the
period 1908-1975, with the bulk of the material dating from 1928 to 1939. The records are
arranged sequentially by case number which follows arough chronology. Individual casefiles
typically feature a pre-printed case form on which is recorded case number, client name and the
names of immediate family members, their ages, address, occupation, and a summary of the
problem or problems which resulted in Settlement intervention. The result of the intervention or
abrief notation concerning case disposition may also be found on the form or in ancillary
documentation. Many cases include other forms such as delinquency reports, insanity decrees,
chronic alcoholism evaluations, arrest slips, court summaries, clothing vouchers, referrals for
employment and promissory notes.

Narrative reports of field visits by Settlement caseworkers often complete the case forms
or may be on separate Vistor' s Report slips. Various relief-related materials including coal
receipts, eviction notices, medical and household budget forms and utility bills are scattered
throughout the records. Supplemental correspondence may be found occasionally in the
collection.

The files document caseworker intervention on a variety of personal, family, or social
problems encountered by the Settlement’ s client population. The bulk of the files document
problems associated with poverty, as well as marital and family disputes, domestic abuse,
truancy, prostitution, petty, and in some instances major criminal activity.

The majority of the early case records concern first or second generation Polish
immigrant families residing in the neighborhoods surrounding the Settlement. Given the
demographics of neighborhood succession in this area, the Settlement’ s client population
became, by the early 1960s, increasingly Puerto Rican and African-American. Case files dating
from more recent years tend to contain less information than the early records.
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Provenance: These records have been separated from Accession # 90-160, and donated to the
University Archives by the Northwestern University Settlement via Executive Director Ron
Manderschied and Doris Overboe on October 15, 1990.

Restrictions: The Case Files may be consulted only with the permission of the University
Archivist.

Separations: None.

Processors. Kaial. Densch, Sherry Bosse, and Wendy Russell; March-June, 1996.
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Description of the Addition

This addition to the Northwestern University Settlement Case Filesfills one folder and
spans the date 1974-1976. The records are arranged sequentially by case number which follows a
rough chronology. Individual case filestypically feature a pre-printed case form on which is
recorded case number, client name and the names of immediate family members, their ages,
address, occupation, and a summary of the problem or problems which resulted in Settlement
intervention. Many cases also include aletter of introduction of the client and their immediate
needs sent to the Northwestern University Settlement from other social service agenciesin the
Chicago area.

Provenance: These records have been separated from Accession # 90-160, donated to the
University Archives by the Northwestern University Settlement via Executive Director Ron
Manderschied and Doris Overboe on October 15, 1990.

Restrictions: The Case Files may be consulted only with the permission of the University
Archivist.

Separations: None.

Processors. Kaial. Densch, July 1996.
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Description of the Addition

This addition to the Northwestern University Settlement Association Case Files spans the
years 1922-1940 and fills twelve boxes. Boxes 80-86 contain case file cards organized
aphabetically by street name, and thereafter sequentially by street address number. Case file
cards typically contain the names of client members and their family, address, and case number.

Boxes 87-91 contain case file cards arranged al phabetically by surname. Cards typically

include the client’ s name, family members and address. They may also include information on
the cause of contact with the Settlement Association, the case file number, and a date.

Provenance: These records have been separated from Accession # 90-160, donated to the
University Archives by Ron Manderschied and Doris Overboe of the Northwestern University
Settlement on October 15, 1990.

Restrictions: These records may be consulted only with the permission of the University
Archivist.

Separations: None.

Pr ocessor : KaiaL. Densch, October, 1997.
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Container List

Box Folder
1 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
2 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
3 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
4 1
2
3
4
5
6
4 7

Title

Cases 2-111

Cases 112-198
Cases 199-279
Cases 280-359
Cases 360-434
Cases 436-500
Cases 504-586
Cases 590-653

Cases 655-685
Cases 713-790
Cases 791-845
Cases 848-939
Cases 942-998
Cases 1001-1056
Cases 1057-1130
Cases 1131-1155

Cases 1160-1199
Cases 1202-1230
Cases 1231-1300
Cases 1302-1336
Cases 1337-1399
Cases 1400-1450
Cases 1451-1501
Cases 1502-1552

Cases 1553-1626
Cases 1627-1705
Cases 1706-1745
Cases 1746-1777
Cases 1778-1814
Cases 1815-1870
Cases 1871-1925

Dates

ca. 1908
ca. 1909
ca. 1909
ca. 1909
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910

ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1911
ca 1911

ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912
ca 1912

ca 1912
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
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Container List

Box

5
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o
o
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~NOoO Ok WNPE ~NOoO Ok WNPE ~NOoO O WNPRE

~NOoO Ok WNPE

Title

Cases 1926-1967
Cases 1968-1994
Cases 1995-2060
Cases 2061-2090
Cases 2091-2132
Cases 2133-2150
Cases 2151-2207

Cases 2208-2258
Cases 2259-2305
Cases 2307-2355
Cases 2356-2406
Cases 2407-2478
Cases 2480-2531
Cases 2532-2591

Cases 2592-2651
Cases 2652-2706
Cases 2707-2768
Cases 2769-2823
Cases 2824-2889
Cases 2890-2899
Cases 2901-2955

Cases 2956-3000
Cases 3001-3051
Cases 3053-3110
Cases 3111-3145
Cases 3146-3195
Cases 3196-3233
Cases 3234-3280

Cases 3282-3331
Cases 3332-3381

Dates

ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913

ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1913

ca 1913
ca 1913
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914

ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914

ca 1914
ca 1914
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Container List

Box

10

11

12

13

13

Folder

OOk~ W
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OO WNPE OO WNPE ~N O o1

U WNPE

Title

Cases 3382-3433
Cases 3434-3484
Cases 3485-3550
Cases 3551-3600

Cases 3601-3645
Cases 3646-3694
Cases 3695-3731

Cases 3732-Kosmoski (photocopied, originals
severely damaged)

Cases 3733-3786
Cases 3787-3837
Cases 3838-3889

Cases 3890-3941
Cases 3942-4000
Cases 4001-4052
Cases 4053-4113
Cases 4114-4168
Cases 4169-4209

Cases 4210-4250
Cases 4251-4305
Cases 4306-4360
Cases 4361-4413
Cases 4414-4472
Cases 4473-4511

Cases 4512-4583
Cases 4584-4648
Cases 4649-4702
Cases 4703-4753
Cases 4754-4810
Cases 4811-4873

Dates

ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914

ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914

ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca 1914

ca 1914
ca 1914
ca. 1914-1915
ca 1914
ca 1914
ca. 1914-1915

ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915

ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
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Container List

Box

14

15

16

17

18

18

Folder

OO WNPE U WNPE g wWNPEF OO WNPE

~NOoO Ok WN PR

Title

Cases 4875-4950
Cases 4951-5000
Cases 5001-5053
Cases 5054-5100
Cases 5101-5163
Cases 5164-5214

Cases 5215-5268
Cases 5269-5328
Cases 5329-5375
Cases 5377-5438
Cases 5439-5504

Cases 5505-5546
Cases 5547-5606
Cases 5607-5650
Cases 5651-5695
Cases 5696-5741
Cases 5742-5789

Cases 5790-5841
Cases 5842-5897
Cases 5898-5951
Cases 5952-5960
Cases 5961-6013
Cases 6014-6062

Cases 6064-6128
Cases 6129-6171
Cases 6172-6235
Cases 6236-6300
Cases 6302-6350
Cases 6351-6375
Cases 6376-6405

Dates

ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca 1915
ca. 1915-1916

ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916

ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916
ca 1916

ca. 1916
ca 1916
ca 1917
ca 1917
ca 1917
ca 1917

ca 1917
ca 1917
ca 1917
ca 1918
ca. 1918
ca 1917-1918
ca 1917-1918
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Container List

Box

19
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21

22

22
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H
H
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OO WNPE

Title

Cases 6406-6436
Cases 6437-6456
Cases 6457-6482
Cases 6483-6516
Cases 6517-6541
Cases 6542-6566
Cases 6567-6596
Cases 6597-6606
Cases 6607-6646
Cases 6647-6676
Cases 6677-6706

Cases 6707-6756
Cases 6757-6786
Cases 6787-6826
Cases 6827-6856
Cases 6857-6885
Cases 6887-6916

Cases 6917-6936 V2

Cases 6938-6966

Cases 6967-6993
Cases 6994-7018
Cases 7019-7050
Cases 7052-7086
Cases 7087-7111
Cases 7112-7139

Cases 7140-7182
Cases 7183-7222
Cases 7223-7264
Cases 7265-7302
Cases 7303-7330
Cases 7331-7363

10

Dates

ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1918
ca 1919
ca 1919

ca 1919
ca 1919
ca 1919
ca 1919
ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921

ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921
ca 1921

ca 1921-1922
ca 1921-1922
ca 1919-1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
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Container List

Box

23

24

25

26

27

27

28
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o
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Title

Cases 7364-7394
Cases 7395-7429
Cases 7430-7471
Cases 7472-7512
Cases 7513-7553
Cases 7554-7580
Cases 7582-7600

Cases 7601-7650
Cases 7651-7700
Cases 7701-7741
Cases 7743-7800
Cases 7801-7850

Cases 7582-7600
Cases 7899-7935
Cases 7936-7969
Cases 7972-8023
Cases 8024-8060

Cases 8061-8091
Cases 8093-8125
Cases 8127-8153
Cases 8155-8184
Cases 8185-8217

Cases 8218-8264
Cases 8265-8315
Cases 8316-8368
Cases 8369-8405
Cases 8406-8445

Cases 8446-8490
Cases 8491-8555
Cases 8556-8589

11

Dates

ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922

ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922
ca 1922

ca 1922
ca. 1922
ca. 1922
ca. 1922-1923
ca 1923

ca 1923
ca 1923
ca 1923
ca 1923
ca 1923

ca 1923
ca 1923
ca. 1923-1924
ca 1924
ca 1924

ca 1924
ca 1924
ca 1924
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Container List

Box

29

30

31

32

32

33

Folder

OO WNPE A WDNPF OO WNPE U WNPE o 01 b~

b wWNPEF

Title

Cases 8592-8615
Cases 8616-8649
Cases 8650-8683

Cases 8684-8738
Cases 8739-8783
Cases 8784-8805
Cases 8806-8850
Cases 8851-8879
Cases 8880-8916

Cases 8918-8961
Cases 8962-8992
Cases 8993-9013
Cases 9014-9037
Cases 9038-9069
Cases 9070-9112

Cases 9113-9160
Cases 9161-9217
Cases 9218-9265
Cases 9266-9340

Cases 9341-9375
Cases 9377-9412
Cases 9413-9452
Cases 9453-9496
Cases 9497-9533
Cases 9534-9570

Cases 9571-9619
Cases 9620-9680
Cases 9681-9717
Cases 9718-9740
Cases 9741-9774

12

Dates

ca 1924-1925
ca 1925
ca 1925

ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1925

ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1925
ca. 1926
ca. 1926
ca. 1926

ca 1926
ca 1926
ca 1926
ca 1926

ca. 1926
ca. 1926
ca. 1926-1927
ca. 1926
ca. 1926
ca 1927

ca 1927
ca 1927
ca 1927
ca 1927
ca 1927

































