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normal: 1-7-1, The athlete who was perhaps the
greatest in Northwestern sports history,
Otto Graham (SESP44), starred on the foot-
ball, basketball and baseball teams before
entering military service.

During the war years it was not
unusual to have only five civilian males
in a classroom of 30 or 35 students. Male
students enlisted or were drafted, and
the University trained a large number of military
personnel — a total of 49,725, including 36,124 Navy men.

The U.S. Navy Midshipmen’s T'raining School, which
was established on the Chicago campus in 1940, was the
University's single most significant contribution to the war
effort. Housed in the newly built Abbotr Hall dormitory,
the midshipmen’s school had already graduated four
classes of “90-day wonders” by the time of Pearl Harbor
and would graduate 25 classes with a total of 26,750
newly commissioned ensigns by the war’s end. Among its
graduates was a young Harvard alumnus whose World
War 1l exploits in the South Pacific were made famous in
the movie “PT 109" starring Cliff Robertson. The real-

life skipper of the PT 109 was, of course, John F. Keanedy.

In addition to the midshipmen’s school, the Navy

established a Commissioned Officers Indoctrination School

that would produce 2,000 graduates.

On the Evanston campus, the Navy established
programs to train air cadets (1,006 graduates), radio
operators (6,210 graduates) and commissioned officers
(2,339 graduates).
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The Navy cordoned off an area of
campus that included the Lunt Building,
Swift Hall and the “temporary” building
now known as Shanley Pavilion. Naval
classes were also held in the newly built
Technological Institute. To house
its men, the Navy took over men’s dormi-
tories and fraternity houses on the
north campus, Areas to the west of Sheridan
Road were declared off limits to naval personnel,
presumably because women students were housed on the
south quads and frequented the popular Scott Hall “Grill.”
Although Northwestern was primarily a naval base,
other branches of the military were represented on both
campuses. In Evanston, Army, Navy and Marine Corps
Reserve programs enrolled 1,317 military personnel as

Opposite page, Navy V-12 trainees march past the Techno-
logical Institute, 1943; left, women trainees at the U.S.
Navy Midshipmen’s Training School, Abbott Hall, 1943;
above, group of aviation cadets, former students at North-
western University, examine a Navy patrol bomber at the
U.S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fia., 1941,

All photos in the "Wartime on Canipos” story
cunrtesy af the Northwestern University Archives
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soldiers and sailors took courses while waiting to be
called to other assignments. The Army and the Navy both
inigated medical and dental training programs on the
Chicago campus during the 194243 school year; they
would prepare 761 doctors and 478 dendsts for service,
The Army also established a signal corps training school
on the Evanston campus (375 graduates) and a civil affairs
training school on the Chicago campus (410 graduates).
In addition to military personnel, the University trained &
9,760 civilians in a wide variety of war-related courses.
Many were women who enlisted m the war effort on the E e .
home front or took advantage of employment opportunities: B A
it created. The Traffic [nstrute in 1942 admitted women
for the first time to its police training programs.

' Northwestern’s contribution to the war effort went
l' ' ll beyond traiming, Students organized blood, scrap metal and
ll .l soap drives and sold war stamps, bonds and loans. A student
. 4 “War Council” was established to coordinate war-relared
i activities, and a “War Informaton Center” in Deering
&& Library kept the campus abreast of developments on the
battlefields.

On the vast fronts of the war that extended thousands
of miles beyond the borders of the campus, more than
11,000 Northwestern alumni fought. At least 274, and
probably many more, made the supreme sacrifice. The first
alumnus killed m the war was Ensign Harold Christopher
(S41), who died aboard the USS Nevada at Pearl Harbor on
Dec: 7, 1941, At least 537 major decorations were awarded
to Northwestern alumni, and there were doubtless many
more that were never formally submitted to the University’s
War Records Office. Two Northwestern alumni —

John L. Jerstad (SESP40) and Walter E. Truemper (CB) —
were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, both
posthumously,

Northwestern students, faculty and staff joined all
branches of military service to fight the war. During the

Top left, aviation cadets in class at Northwestern, 1943;
left, medical student Tom Feeny (CAS40, M44) gives
blood at the NU Blood Bank to belp the war effort, 1942;
above, students talk with a Navy representative.
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holidays after Pearl Harbor, some students volunteered
for military service and did nor return to campus for the
new semester. Others, who were reservists or members of
the Narional Guard, were called to active duty. More than
400 faculty and staff entered service during the war,

Not all enlisted as combarants. Some volunteered as
ambulance drivers for the American Field Service.
Northwestern’s General Hospital No. 12, which had
served with distinction in World War [, was reactivated.
This time the unit of Medical School personnel served in
North Africa and Italy. Another Northwestern medical
unit was Station Hospital No. 48, which served on
Guadalcanal.

By mid-1944, many of the military training programs
on campus were being wound down or discontinued. As
one sifts through the pages of the Daily Northwestern from
that time, one gets the sense that the war was almost over
even though the Batde of the Bulge, Iwo Jima, Okinawa,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki all lay ahead. The campus reacted ¥
with jubilation when V-E day was announced on May 8,
1945. Although more than three months of war remained, Ty
for all intents and purposes at Northwestern the war was Above, students at the U.S. Navy Midshipmen’s Training
over. Four days later the newly acquired Northwestern golf  School march in formation to dass at Abbott Hall, 1943;
course opened. Students went home for summer vacation,  below left, bonoring those who died during World War II;
coming back in September for their first pastwar semester.  below right, sign at Navy V-12 and Radio Operators

School, 1943.

Patrick M. Quinn is the Unzversity archivist.
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